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Ybung Christians 
survive night rave 




360 young people at MAD <98 

There were bands with names like Bliss and Fruit and a 
Chill Out Cafe but no alcohol.There was an all-night rave 
but no cannabis.The keynote speaker was a Christian 
escapologist and at 6am the Bishop of Oxford presided at 
a rock Eucharist (above and left). In fact September 26 was 
altogether a night to remember for the 360 young people 
from 1 4 upwards who braved the monsoon-like rain to 
gather atTheale Green Community School near Reading 
for MAD *98.They were there to meet other young 
Christians, to have fun and to discover how to make a 
difference to the Church, both locally and worldwide 
through workshops, exhibitions and shared experiences. 
For anyone more used to hearing about a lost generation 
of young people bent on self-destruction, MAD ’98 was a 
revelation. No wonder, perhaps, that a passing police car 
stopped to find out what was going on, or that one girl was 
heard to say: 'It was the greatest night of my life’. 
Photographs: Frank Blackwell More about MAD on pages 1 0 and 1 1 





All this 
from our 
shop: 

THROWS • LIGHTS 
CUSHIONS • RUGS 
FABRIC MADE-UPS 
ACCESSORIES 


one village 


You are never too old to celebrate 

The Revd FrankTaylor has just celebrated 70 years of 
ministry by presiding at a Eucharist at SS Peter and Paul 
Church, Botley in Oxford.The service was held on October 
6, the anniversary of his ordination as a deacon in St Pauls 
Cathedral in 1 928. MrTaylor, who will be 96 on November 
1 7, now lives in Cumnor where he stilfchips in’ at a local 
Bible study group. Most of his ministry was spent in London 
parishes but his last living was as a country vicar at 
Lambourn in the Oxford Diocese. From his retirement 30 
years ago until very recently, he regularly helped out at 
churches in the area. But the service on October 6 was a 
double celebration. Assisting FrankTaylor was Don 
Prytherch.a profoundly deaf lay reader, who celebrated his 
90th birthday on October 7. Congratulations gentlemen! 

• Mr Prytherch was presented with a gift by the Bishop of 
Oxford on his visit to the St Ebbe’s Deaf Centre on October Yi. 
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A Christian Hallowe’en? 

Richard Thomas says we should not marginalise anyone who needs to hear the Gospel 


‘We must stop them’, was the 
response of one Evangelical 
Christian to the news that a local 
school was planning a celebration 
of Hallowe’en. Let’s face it - 
Hallowe’en is a problem, and the 
fact that Christians are having to 
ask how to respond to it is proof 
enough, should any be needed, of a 
failure of faith within the Christian 
Church. And with such a large 
media and marketing opportunity, 
together with the strong influence 
of American culture, trying to stop 
the celebration of Hallowe’en is an 
exercise, in futility on the scale of 
Canute versus the tide. 

The name ‘Hallowe’en’ is a short- 
ened form of the Christian festival 
celebrated on ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, or 
the Eve of All Saints Day when we 
remember all the un-named 
Christian Saints, and is followed a 
day later on November 1 by All 
Souls Day, when we remember all 
those who have died in the faith of 
Christ. But All Saints Day is itself a 
Christianised form of the old Pagan 
festival of Samhain (pronounced 
Sawain), when ancestors were 
remembered and when the veil 
between the world of the living and 
the world of the dead was thought 
to be particularly thin. 

It is easy to see why the early 
Christians celebrated All Saints 
Day; they were surrounded by a cul- 
ture of Pagan celebration and 
wanted to use the concept of festi- 
val to proclaim their faith in Jesus 
as Lord of the living and the dead. 
But today’s Christians have a prob- 
lem both with All Saints Day and 
Hallowe’en. Few of us actually cele- 
brate All Saints Day. And most of us 
think of Christianity as the only 
faith in England, so that when any- 
one talks of ‘other faiths’, we 
usually think of Islam or Judaism, 
even though Paganism was around 
in England for a long time after the 
first Christians evangelised. Today 
we are seeing some of the old forms 
of Paganism growing rapidly, and 
just as there are two celebrations of 
Christmas - the market-led celebra- 
tion of shopping, parties and 
Father Christmas, and the simple 
worship of Jesus born in a stable in 
Bethlehem - so there are two forms 


of Hallowe’en. One is the market- 
led festival of ‘trick or treat’, with 
its dressing-up and witches on 
broomsticks. The other is the quiet, 
often hidden Pagan celebration of 
Samhain. I believe that if we are to 
have any impact on the first, we 
must learn to deal better with the 
second. 

And here we have a problem, 
because in the process of evangeli- 
sation many Pagan practices have 
been demonised by the Church. 

The Pagan horned male god has 
often been confused with our own 
picture of the devil, even though 
Pagan theology has no place for a 
personal form of evil. And if you 
mention the word ‘witch’ in most 
Christian circles, it evokes strong 
cultural fears, some of which have 
in the past led to the proverbial 


In my view 


by Richard Thomas 

‘witch-hunts’ that did so much 
harm. 

Whilst the Christian gospel may be 
totally opposed to many Pagan 
beliefs and practices, it is nothing 
less than religious bigotry and per- 
secution to treat in such a way 
those who with integrity worship 
the goddess and god of Paganism. 
What is needed is, first of all, an 
understanding of the beliefs and 
practices of Pagans, and second, an 
open and honest dialogue with 
those who are willing to meet with 
us. If we honestly believe that Jesus 
is Lord, that he has conquered evil, 
and that nothing can separate us 
from his love, then we have noth- 
ing to fear and 
everything to offer. 

I believe the way to 
deal with 

Hallowe’en is not to 
try to stop it. We can 
provide alternative 
forms of celebra- 
tion, in much the 
same way that the 
early Christians pro- 
vided All Saints Day 
as an alternative to 
Samhain. But, in an 
age when Paganism 


is growing we have to change oui 
attitude from one of fear and big 
otry to one of love and dialogue, 
we behave as those who are affai< 
all we proclaim is our doubt aboi 
the true Lordship of Jesus; if we 
really do believe that Jesus is Lon 
then there is nothing to fear and 
everything to gain from a fuller 
understanding of the various Pag 
beliefs and practices that are celc 
brated at Samhain. 

Tips for Christian Parents 

▲ Understand the origins of 
Hallowe’en, and explain to your ch 
dren how Christians celebrate it. 

A Use the idea of ‘trick or treat’ to 
reinforce Christian values. If you d< 
good (symbolised by giving sweets) 
then evil is prevented (no trick!). T1 
is a play on the concept that for ev 
to triumph, it only takes good men 
do nothing! 

A Organise your own Hallowe’en 
party for your children and their 
friends to show that Christians are 
happy with the idea of festival and 
are not ‘kill-joys’. You could encoui 
age the children to light candles fc 
ihe things they want to thank God 
for, or to remember people they kr 
who have died during the year. 

A If you allow your children to go 
out ‘trick or treat-ing’, do find an 
adult to go with them 
A Welcome ‘trick or treat-ers’ youi 
self, and use it as an occasion to gc 
to know some of the local kids. 


The Revd Richard Thomas is the Dioces 
Communications Officer 




Music Stand 

SMALL AD -BIG SHOP 
Your Local Music Shop 

You must be looking for an INSTRUMENT, MUSIC OR 
ACCESSORY. We’ve got it, so give us a ring. 

WITNEY 01993 774890 

62 High Street. Witney 


BLACKWELL’S 

Music Shop 

38 Hollywell Street, Oxford 0X1 3SW 
Tel: (01865) 792792 
Fax: (01865) 248833 

Open Mon - Sat, 9am - 6pm. 
Tues from 9. 30am, Sun 11am - 5pm. 

Books on Music 
Music Scores 
Musical Gifts 
Compact Discs 
Secondhand Books & Music 


BLACKWELL’S 

BOOKSHOPS 



MUSIC 

MUSIC 

MUSIC 



The Duke’s Music 

Everybody’s Music 
Specialist 


Repairs, Rentals & Sales, 

Repairs By Our Own Technicians 

Guitars & Amps - Flutes • Clarinets - 
Woodwind - Saxophones - Brass - 
Violins - Cellos - Strings 

Sheet Music - FAST Mail Order Service 

Specialists in Ethnic Instruments 
Didgeridoos, Rain Sticks, Drums 
Call in for a Demonstration 

Unique Selection 

of Gifts ® 


(01280) 821771 


24 Market Hill, Buckingham MK18 1JX 


FRANZ STEVENS C.T.B., M.A.B.P.T. C/G 1&2 


AIDED BY ANNIE HIS GUIDE DOG 

Piano T\ining, Action Regulation Restorations, Repairs & Valuations 

Advice on Buying/Sclling Your Piano. 6 Ft 6 Ibach Grand Piano for hire 
Including removal, tuning & regulation in situ. 

Harpsichord & Clavichord leaning for Recitals or in the home. 

01865 775995 or Mobile 0378 644116 

55 Church Hill Road, Cowley, Oxford. 


Satellite TV 
& Computers 


• Fixed and motorised 
satellite systems 
supplied, installed 
and repaired. 

• Satellite/video feed 
to all rooms 

• New & second user 
PC’s at keen prices, 
software & 
accessories, all to 
own specifications 

• Telephone answering 
& fax machines 

' supplied and 
installed 

• Phone extension 
sockets fitted 


Tel/Fax STVC on 

01367 810440 

Mobile 0374 728952 

E-mail rsstvc'S'giobalnet.co.uk 


JOHANNUS ORGANS 


in association with 



| Reading ♦ Abingdon • Basingstoke 

FREE INVITATION 

Come and play 

THE MOST ADVANCED DIGITAL ORGANS 
INCORPORATING ENGLISH SAMPLES 

Monday 16 November 1998, 2.00pm-8.00pm 
Tyndale Baptist Church, Cressingham Road, Readii 
• DEMONSTRATIONS • EXPERTS ON HAND 
• EXPERIENCE THE REVOLUTIONARY SAMPLING TECHNOLOG 
NO NEED TO REGISTER, JUST COME ALONG. 

FREE CD FOR EVERY VISITOR! 

For further details, contact: MODERN MUSIC CENTRE 
120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QA 
Tel: 0118 958 1320 Fax 0118 959 7942 
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One hundred times welcome! 



At Christ Church, Oxford: The 
Venerable John Morrison, 
Archdeacon of Oxford, greets 
the 100th cyclist to arrive at 
the Cathedral during the 
Sponsored Bicycle Ride. He is 
shaking hands with James 
Potter from St Mary’s, 
Charlbury who hoped to raise 
at least £150 in sponsorship 
for the Trust and his church. 
The Cathedral was his 16th 
church that day. 

Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


Andy Winter, from St Mary’s 
Church in Banbury, is one of 
the many people who took part 
in the Sponsored Bicycle Ride. 
He would like to thank all the 
people who spent the day wait- 
ing to welcome visitors: ‘My 
spirits were positively lifted 
whenever a smiling face wel- 
comed me, signed me in and 
tried to tempt me to cover a few 
less churches by enjoying their 
hospitality!’ said Andy. 

‘To all those, many of whom 
sat for long periods without a 
visitor, grateful thanks, your 
efforts significantly contributed 
to the ability of those of us who 
were trundling up and down 
country lanes to cover just a 
few more churches and raise 
more funds for the Trust’. 


Meeting round the 
rainbow cross 

A multi-ethnic, culturally diverse 
congregation responded with enthu- 
siasm to contributions from Asian 
and African-Caribbean choirs at a 
celebration on Racial Justice Sunday 
on September 13. The ecumenical 
service, which was planned by mem- 
bers of both the Oxford Diocesan 
Committee for Racial Justice (DCRJ) 
and the Community Relations 
Council of Christian Concern in 
Slough, took place at the New 
Testament Church of God in Slough 
with the pastor, the Revd Stennet 
Findlay. 

A rainbow cross, supplied by Canon 
Christopher Hall, co-ordinator for 
Christian Concern for One World, 
was put together during the service 
and the lesson (1 Corinthians 12: 12- 
15) was read in Hindi, Polish, Creole 
and Japanese to reflect Slough’s 
diverse Christian community. 

The Venerable Norman Russell, 
Archdeacon of Berkshire, a member 
of the DCRJ, and the Rt Revd Mike 
Hill, Bishop of Buckingham and 
patron of the DCRJ both took part in 
the celebration. The speaker was 
Glynne Gordon-Carter, secretary of 
the General Synod’s Committee on 
Minority Ethnic Anglican Concerns, 
who will be visiting the Diocese next 
year. 

Beverley Ruddock 

Beverley Ruddock is chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Race Group 


Sex: too little, too late 

Young people are told too little, too 
late about sex, say students in 
Berkshire. The group of 16- and 17- 
year olds expressed their views in a 
Channel 4 programme ‘The Safe Sex 
Hoax’ due to be screened last month. 

‘There is considerable peer-pres- 
sure on young teenagers to be in a 
relationship, and once you are, you 
are expected to start a sex life,’ said 
one of the students who took part. 

The students and three ‘sex 
experts’ had been brought together 
by the Churches’ Media Trust to 
highlight the growing problems of 
underage sex, teenage pregnancies 
..and the associated health risks. The 
students were particularly critical of 
teenage magazines which put enor- 
mous pressure on young people to 
start sexual relationships. 


Mark launches St Nicolas’ 
Church into cyberspace 

A 13-year old schoolboy has helped launch his 
church onto the worldwide web. Mark Zealey, 
who is a member of the Communications 
Committee at St Nicolas Church in Newbury, 
helped members of the congregation ‘surf the 
Internet after their Harvest Festival Service on 
October 4. A computer was set up in the church so 
that everybody could see the web page which can 
be found at www.st-nicolas-newbury.org 

Chairman of the Communications Committee, 
the Revd Tim Astin, said: ‘We are delighted to 
have Mark’s help; the younger generation often 
has a far better grasp of new technology than 
those of us who are not so young. The message of 
God’s love is always up-to-date; we need to use the 
latest methods to let people know’. 


Eucharist to give thanks for gays 

A service of thanksgiving for homosexuals is to be 
held in the chapel of Wadham College, Oxford on 
November 19. The service, which is being organ- 
ised by the Chaplain, the Revd Giles Fraser, will be 
a traditional Eucharist. He told Victoria Coombe, 
The Daily Telegraph's Churches Correspondent, that 
it was a response to what Mr Fraser calls the 
Church’s ‘disgusting homophobia’ at the Lambeth 
Conference. The preacher will be the Revd 
Malcolm Johnson, the Bishop of London’s Advisor 
for Pastoral Care and Counselling. ‘Oxford College 
chapels come under the jurisdiction of the 
College concerned and not the Diocese,’ said the 
Revd Richard Thomas, the Diocesan 
Communications Officer. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has recently agreed 
to hold regular meetings with the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian Movement after refusing their invitations 
ever since he took office. ‘It seems clear to many 
people within the Church of England that the 
Lambeth Conference changed the perception of the 
Church’s welcome to all people, regardless of their 
sexual orientation. It is a simple matter of integrity 
that, if the Church claims to be listening to people 
with differing sexual orientations, it should do so 
at the highest level’, said Richard Thomas. 


Maidenhead looks into the future 

Members of churches in the Maidenhead Deanery 
packed into the Princess Margaret Royal Free 
School in Windsor on October 10 for D-day ’98 - a 
Deanery Resource Day. 

In his opening address, the Rural Dean, the 
Revd David Rossdale, suggested that the Church 
would need to do things differently in the future 
if it was to meet the needs of modern society. He 
urged the 250 delegates to explore the many 
workshops and seminars on offer with the expec- 
tation of discovering new ways of living out their 
role in Christian ministry. 


Walking 
the Wall 
for kids 

Two friends from St Mary’s 
Church in Princes 
Risborough are planning to 
raise money for the 
Children’s Society by walk- 
ing part of the Great Wall 
of China. Mike Hoey and 
Tony Kerwood are going to 
walk along 100 kilometres 
of the wall next June and 
hope to raise at least £4,000 
for the charity. 

‘The Great Walk’ was con- 
ceived by the Children’s 
Society as an innovative 
way of raising support. The 
idea has proved so popular 
that the Society is now tak- 
ing five groups to China, 
each consisting of at least 
85 walkers. The first nine 
day walk from Chengde to 
Beijing begins on 
November 1. There are also 
walks later this month and 
in June next year, but if you 
fancy joining in, the only 
walk with places still avail- 
able is in November 1999. 
Walkers are committed to 
raising at least £1,975 each 
in sponsorship money. 


Unique degree 
from Oxford 
Youth Works 

Oxford Youth Works has 
launched a new degree 
course, a BA Hons in 
Youth and Community 
Work with Applied 
Theology, one of the first 
of its kind. The degree is 
validated by Oxford 
Brookes University. 
Seventeen students have 
already enrolled for the 
three-year course, part of 
which includes work 
placements where they 
will they will introduce 
young people to the cre- 
ative arts, establish 
youth churches, and 
help them grow in faith. 

Falklands Chapel 
to be built in 
Pangbourne 

Sixteen years after the end 
of the Falklands War, there 
is still no church entirely 
dedicated to the memory of 
the 257 men who died. 
However, a project which 
has the backing of the 
Falkland Families’ 
Association and the South 
Atlantic Medal Association, 
is underway to build a 
Memorial Chapel in the 
grounds of Pangbourne 
College in Berkshire which 
has strong naval links - 14 
of the 40 decorations 
awarded to members of the 
Navy after the Falklands 
War were won by Old Boys. 
The Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel Trust has 
already raised £1.25 million 
and the College has provid- 
ed the land on which the 
chapel will be built. The 
Trustees are now looking 
for sponsors for tapestry 
kneelers (£30) which are 
being embroidered with 
the names of the men who 
died, and for the 550 chairs 
(£1,000). 

Details from Angela Perry, The 
Falkand Islands Memorial Chapel 
Office, Pangbourne College, 
Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8IA. 
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news in brief 


For those who didn’t know that the Bishop of Mbale 
has 12 children, the Lambeth Directory is a must! The 
440-page directory, which gives details of all the bish- 
ops who attended this year’s Lambeth Conference, 
costs £25, but is available for a limited period price 
£10 (inc postage) from the publisher. The Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies, PO Box 70, Oxford OX2 
6HB. 

Church music composers of all styles are invited to have 
their compositions assessed by an experienced 
Christian composer. Write to Roger Peach, Sing a NEW 
Song, Music and Worship Foundation, 4 Heath Road, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 9JS and include £5.50 for one 
composition, £10.50 for two, cheques payable to MWF. 

Geoff Maughan, the former team vicar of Christ 
Church, Abingdon, was given a Ken Messer painting 
and a cheque for over £2,000 at a farewell party attend- 
ed by 500 people. Geoff has taken up a new post at 
Wydiffe Hall in Oxford. 

Margaret Coombs and Andrew Sedwick have produced 
Right to Challenge: The Oxfprdshire Community Care Rights 
Project , a book which charts the experiences of disabled 
and vulnerable people and their carers as they tried to 
get the community care services they needed. The book 
costs £13.95 and is published by the Policy Press. 

The 28th Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag, a bi- 
annual gathering of Christians, will take place from 
June 16-20, 1999 in Stuttgart. Details from Sheila Brain 
Tel: 0171 833 1001. Email: sheilabrain@atlan.cix.co.uk 
or www.kirchentag.de 

A new Trinity Care Christian nursing home opening in 
Oxford in January is having a pre-opening presentation 
at St Clement’s Family Centre, Cross Street, Oxford on 
November 20 at 7.30pm. All are welcome. For informa- 
tion about the home, including employment 
opportunities ring Wendy Champion on 0831 189134. 

Order forms for resource material for the 1999 Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) are avail- 
able from Doreen Woods, 11 Stanton Close, Early, 
Reading RG6 7DX. Tel: 0118 926 5672. 

Children’s Aid Direct was so delighted with the number 
of volunteers who turned up at the charity’s warehouse 
in Reading to help sort and pack aid for the Yellow 
Pages Make a Difference Day on October 1 that volun- 
teers manager Gaynor Jones would like to hear from 
more people willing to help on other projects. Contact 
her on 0118 9584000. 

A former pupil of Abingdon School, who was the 
organist at St Michael’s Church, Abingdon from 1981- 
82, has been appointed Assistant Music Director of the 
New Israeli Opera in Tel Aviv. Stephen Clarke read 
music at Oxford where he was organ scholar of 
Hertford College. His career has included appoint- 
ments with English National Opera and with Scottish 
Opera. 


One to One 

Short-term mission with Wycliffe Bible Translators 


Find out more from Ruth Gracey, 01494 482521, ext 239 


QC WYCliFfE 
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_ EMA EA CODE OF 

Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL BEST practice in 
e-mail: shortJermers_uk@wycliffe.org short term 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 251233 MISSION 
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We need to give more support 
to the needs of deaf people 

*We need to encourage churches throughout the Diocese 
to cater for the needs of deaf people . . . because those 
with hearing problems should quite properly look to 
their local communities for support,’ said the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, speaking at the 
Centenary Service for the Oxford Diocesan Council for 
the Deaf held in St Ebbe’s Church, Oxford on October 11. 


He went on to say that deaf 
people should be able to 
participate fully in 
Synodical government, 
local worship and in the 
churches’ governing bod- 
ies. 

‘There are also many practi- 
cal points that need to be 
attended to, such as the 
need for a loop system in 
every church,’ said the 
Bishop. ‘Deaneries vary 
greatly at the moment. In 
one, 15 out of 18 churches 
have such a system, while 


Farewell to 
much loved 
Reading Vicar 



A special Choral Evensong 
was held at Christ Church, 
Reading on September 27 
to say farewell to Canon 
Eric Essery on his retire- 
ment.The Bishop of 
Reading was the preacher 
and the large choir sang 
the responses and, at 
Canon Eric's, request, the 
anthem *1 was glad* by 
Parry. At a parish evening 
afterwards a poem was 
read in his honour. 


in another deanery only 
one church out of 20’. 

The Bishop explained that 
it is through such practical 
help that we witness to the 
God who came among as in 
Jesus. 

The Centenary service 
included contributions 
from both the Aylesbury 
and the Oxford Deaf Choirs 
and a collection was taken 
in aid of the ministry with 
deaf people in the Diocese 
of Tirunveli, in the Church 
of South India. 

Harvest help for 
farmers* charity 

Nearly £500, proceeds from 
the collection, and from 
the sale of donated 
produce at a Harvest 
Festival Service held on 
October I I in Dorchester 
Abbey, will go to the Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution, a national 
charity based in Oxford. 
The charity is experiencing 
one of its busiest periods 
ever because of the finan- 
cial difficulties facing the 
farming industry. It has 
recently set up a national 
confidential helpline: 0 1 865 
727888. The Harvest 
Festival brought together 
members of farming 
organisations from all over 
the Diocese. The preacher 
was the Revd John Clarke, 
Director of the Arthur 
Rank Centre the National 
Agricultural Centre in 
Stoneleigh. 



Sea cadets ahoy! 

Over . 200 Sea Cadets aged between 12-18 from 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire gathered in Abingdon on 
October 18 for their annual Trafalgar Day parade and ser- 
vice. The cadets were inspected by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, Mr Hugo Brunner. 

The Sea Cadets is funded by local communities and sup- 
ported by the Royal Navy.Their Corps Chaplain, the Revd 
Jonathan Cruikshank, who is also Team Vicar in the New 
Windsor Team Ministry, recently led the service at the 
commissioning of a new Sea Cadet training yacht, theTS 
City Liveryman, named after the City Livery Companies 
which donated the boat. 

Pictured in the rigging of another of the cadets’ training 
ships are (from l-r) the Revd Jonathan Cruikshank, Derek 
Mawhinney RNR (bosons mate), and the Revd Richard Thomas, 
the Diocesan Communications Officer, who is chairman of the 
Abingdon Sea Cadets and who served in the Royal Navy for 
four years.Volunteers are always needed. Contact the Sea 
Cadet Southern Area Office on 01705 725056. 

* An Abingdon Sea Cadet, Oliver Stimpson has received the prestigious 
award of Lord Lieutenant's Cadet and will have the honour of accompa- 
nying the Lord Lieutenant on ceremonial occasions for one year. 


Breakfast at Mick’s Cafe 

An unusual Diocesan outpost funds grants 

If you’ve ever had breakfast at Mick’s Cafe, down by 
the Station Yard in Oxford, you probably didn’t 
realise you were eating on Diocesan premises! Its ori- 
gins go back to the days when Temperance Societies 
were anxious to provide non-alcoholic refreshment, 
and the tradition is continued by the present lease- 
holder, who also provides very good bacon and eggs. 
The building (then known as the Cripley Tea Rooms) 
found its way into Diocesan possession via a Charity 
Commission Scheme, and since 1967 the income 
from the lease has been administered by the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social Aid (ODCSA) a rather 
grand title for a small set-up. Its stated objectives (in 
line with the tea room’s original purpose) are ‘The 
promotion of temperance .... the restoration of .. 
those addicted .. or otherwise in need of help, and 
the relief of distress or suffering arising from delin- 
quency or intemperance or addiction’. 

Grants for new initiatives 

ODCSA is anxious to use its modest resources to best 
advantage. Grants are offered, not for general run- 
ning expenses, but for new initiatives or ‘one-off 
expenditure. Recent awards have been made towards 
such projects as a school youth worker, the Oxford 
Council for Alcohol and Drug Use, the Reading 
Women’s Centre, and a health clinic for the home- 
less 

Applications are invited. They should ideally pro- 
vide some information about the applicant body, the 
purpose for which the grant is required, and the esti- 
mated cost of the items proposed. 

They should be addressed to the ODCSA Secretary , 
Mrs Jo Saunders at Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. 


MU deanery leader enjoys a 
family commissioning 

It was quite a family affair when Mary Bosher was 
commissioned as Mothers’ Union Deanery Leader 
of Sonning and Bracknell Deaneries at St 
Bartholomew’s Church, Great Arborfield recently. 
With Mrs Bosher came her husband, Ted (on the 
right) and also there was Mrs Barbara Teague, MU 
Diocesan President with her husband, Peter (on the 
left). The service was taken by the Revd Piers 
Bickersteth (centre) and was attended by 4o MU 
members from the two deaneries. 



EVENLODE 

PDEM 



STATIONERY, CARDS, 
PAPER PRODUCTS 

Avenue One, Station Lane, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 771277 


Royston Electronics 


• HOTELS 
% FACTORIES 
• GARDEN 
CENTRES 


Specialists in Public Address Systems 
SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE 

PORTABLE P.A. UNITS 
Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder Units 
Easy to carry and use anywhere 


CHURCHES 0 
CLUBS 0 
RIDING 
SCHOOLS 0 


NEW SYSTEMS, UPDATES, LOOP SYSTEMS, C.C.T.V., 

CASSETTE OR CD PLAYERS. PROFESSIONAL ADVICE - FREE 
PO Box 1, Fordingbridge, Hams SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


Solid Wood/ .Modem and 
Xradi+ional designed kitchens 
and furniture 

01865 
820920 

.TS 

LViit Sll, "Rectory Lane D nd Estate, 
Kingston Dagpuize, Oxon 


ana j-urni 



JOHN THE BOW 
SPECIALIST 


Established 25 years 

Ad your bouf requirements for the violin, viola and cello 
Emergency rehair and repair service 

‘Td. 01869 241983 

49 %pman Way 
Bicester OX6 7J5l 
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AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, 
Biography, Children’s Stories, 
Poems, Fiction and First 
Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovcdale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


WEST 

OXON 

BUILDING 

CONTRACTORS 

LTB. 

Building & Roofing 
Contractors 

Cotswold Stone & 
Slate Roofing 

uPVC Windows and 
Conservatories 

Painting and 
Decorating 
Free Estimates 

“S* 

( 01993 ) 843026 
( 01367 ) 860599 
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CHOOSE FROM A RANGE OF 
CARPETS & RUGS IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

Old carpets uplifted & disposed 
All furniture moved (at no extra cost) 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
COMPETITIVE ESTIMATE 

A selection of 

Ru5s 

from around the world! 




J. Bryer 
Carpets 


01993 844960 



Kingston Wrought Iron 

Tel & Fax 01865-821950 

Unit S33A, Rectory Lane, 
Kingston Bagpuize 
Abingdon, Oxon OX13 5AS 

COMMISSIONS UNDERTAKEN 

ALL ITEMS MADE TO ORDER 
NO MASS PRODUCTION 


Tom Ricketts 

NATIONAL UNDER 25 
BLACKSMITH OF THE YEAR 1997 


H&N BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

All building requirements undertaken. 

• Refurbishments 

• New build work 

• Extensions 

• Free quotations given 

Member of the League of Professional Craftsmen. 

209 Bloxham Road, 

Banbury, Oxon 

01295 265391 - 0370 585111 


g Small in size 

DIV 7 ON SERVICE AND QUAUTY 

For all your Christian Books , Bibles, 
Greeting Cards etc 

Alpha Course Stockist - Christian Channel Stockists 
Friendly Community based bookshop, Personal 
service, Swift delivery or Mail order available. 
Book stalls supplied Sale or Return for special events 

The ARK Christian Book & Coffee Shop 
24 (Gloucester Road, Bi»ho|»»ton 
Bristol BS7 8AE 

Tel: 0117 940 5062 


M <& 


Antiques and Collectables 

Houses, Garages & Sheds Cleared 
Items required: 

Furniture • China • Metalware • Tools • Bric-a-Brac 
Prompt and Friendly Service 
£ Cash Paid £ 

Telephone Marion 01993 882095 
Mobile 0961 501491 
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Flying high with faith 

God in the life of Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher Foxley - Norris, DSO 



Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris was bom 
in Birkenhead in 1917. His father, a solicitor, died after 
being wounded in the First World War. Sir Christopher 
was a scholar at Winchester and a classical scholar at 
Trinity College, Oxford. He was a member of the Oxford 
University Air Squadron and when war broke out, he 
abandoned his plan to become a barrister and joined the 
RAF. His many operational missions with the RAF 
included the Battle of Britain in 1940; in 1945 he was 
awarded the DSO. He went on to become Commander in 
Chief of RAF Germany and Commander of NATO Second 
Allied Tactical Air Force. After his retirement in 1 974 
Leonard Cheshire, a personal friend, invited him to serve 
as chairman of the Leonard Cheshire Foundation (now 
renamed Leonard Cheshire), a post which he held for 
eight years. He is still Chairman Emeritus and President of 
the Leonard Cheshire Housing Association and also 
chairman of Holidays for the Handicapped. Sir 
Christopher was knighted in 1969 and is an Honorary 
Fellow of Trinity College. He is preaching at Dorchester 
Abbey on Remembrance Sunday at the 1 0.00 am service. 

I f you lived in an atmosphere entirely consisting of peo- 
ple who had faith, as my family did, you almost 
automatically acquired it yourself. Both my grandfa- 
thers were clerics. One ended up as Dean of Westminster 
and the other was a saintly country parson. At one stage we 
could have fielded a cricket eleven with collars on back-to- 
ffont. It never crossed my mind to question the existence of 
God. It was part of the deal, as it were. 

I was up at Oxford with Leonard Cheshire. In fact he 
joined the Oxford University Air Squadron in my rooms. He 
was also the only person I knew who was more irresponsi- 
ble than me. We were feckless and mischievous and aimless. 
In my own case what changed this was the Second World 
War and the need to hang on to something. 

‘I prayed for survival every time I went up and 
after landing I used to thank God for my safety’ 

As a Christian it wasn’t difficult to go to war. I don’t think 
there is such a thing as an evil people but the path of histo- 
ry has shown that there are evil rulers. I felt no personal 
hatred of my opposite number in the Luftewaffe. You did 
believe that the Nazis were an oppressive and extremely 
cruel regime and that it was your duty to defeat them. 

I flew for five and half years all through the war. I was 
not naturally brave and I had to rely enormously upon my 
faith. If you are really frightened, it’s a natural reaction to 
pray. One’s relationship with God was personal and direct 
and I prayed for survival every time I went up and after 
landing I used to thank God for my safety. I was twice shot 
down over Kent when the first thought that flashed 
through my mind was ‘I’m not enjoying this at all. Get me 
out of it’ and I bailed out. I only ever knew one man who 
really enjoyed combat. Most of us put up with it as a very 
unpleasant experience. 



Two or three years before I was due to retire from the 
RAF, I was having lunch with Leonard and he looked at 
me and said in his very quiet voice ‘I would like you to 
come and run the Foundation for me’. I then spent, I 
thought, a very convincing five minutes saying ‘I’m sorry 
Leonard, I need a paid job and I don’t know anything 
about your work and in any case it’s a bad principle to 
appoint a personal friend at the top of an organisation’. 
But at the end of it he looked at me and said, ‘I’m so glad. 
I knew you would’. The Leonard Cheshire Foundation has 
been a large part in my life ever since. 

The Foundation exists to give a fair chance for handi- 
capped people to make their way in society by encouraging 
them to look after themselves. There are an awful lot of 
misunderstandings about Cheshire Homes including the 
idea that they only for ex-servicemen which they are not. 
We don’t start Homes. Worldwide, they are started by local 
people wherever that happens to be, funded locally, staffed 
locally. All we do is monitor, advise and supervise. That is 
one of the trademarks of the Cheshire Homes. Another is 
that people of any colour, creed, sex, religion or age are 
welcomed. 


This is the Golden Jubilee year of the foundation of the first 
home. People often think that the Cheshire Foundation 
only deals with residential homes but it doesn’t. It has all 
sorts of clinics, healing and technical centres and so on in 
over sixty countries. We look after the victims of leprosy in 
India and of polio in Ethiopia and we were involved with 
the victims of land mines quite a long time before Princess 
Diana was part of it. 

Leonard Cheshire finished the war apparently 
unchanged apart from his unbelievable war-time record. 
He was the British witness at the dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Nagasaki and there is a myth that witnessing that 
somehow converted him . There is no truth in that all. 
Religion didn’t play a large part in his life at all until he 
was struck down by tuberculosis and spent 15 months in a 
sanatorium. It was during that time that I am convinced 
that, just as with Saul on the road to Damascus, the Lord 
said ‘I’ll have him’ ancj chose him and tnade him the saint 
that he was. He had dedication, colossal faith and complete 
selflessness. 

Remembrance day is not about victory or 
medieval heroes but about ordinary people 

When I was Commander in Chief of NATO in Germany, I 
actually flew in formation with people with iron crosses all 
over the place and it was rather an odd experience to be 
leading a Luftwaffe formation. And look at the present situ- 
ation. We have been traditional enemies of the Germans 
for two long wars and all of a sudden they are our friends 
and the Russians who were our allies in the war became 
the enemy. It shows how ridiculous the whole thing is. 

But that doesn’t mean that we should stop 
Remembrance Day. People think it is a remembrance of vic- 
tory but it isn’t at all. It’s impertinent to think that God has 
any preference for either side. I think he feels enormous 
pity and pain for both sides that have been committed to 
this frightful butchery. We are remembering the gift of sur- 
vival which I believe God plays a considerable part in. We 
are remembering innumerable individuals, in my case 
many of them friends, who were killed. It is also a remem- 
brance of the suffering and courage not of great medieval 
heroes but of very ordinary people who performed to a 
level that nobody could have expected for a cause that they 
believed to be just. I’ll quote you some lines from a poem I 
wrote about the average Battle of Britain pilot: 

‘He was a common unconsidered man 
Who for a moment of eternity 
Held the whole future of mankind 
In his two sweating palms 
And did not let it go’. 

Interview: Christine Zwart. The main photograph is by Frank 
Blackwell. The small photograph shows the young Christopher 
Foxley-Norris in 1939, at the start of the Second World War in a 
Hawker Hind bi-plane. 
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Christian and Unattached? 


... with the schools and unchurched young people in your 
area! If you're stuck for creative, youth-friendly ideas, TVB 
can help! They are Youth for Christ's professional itinerant 
band - an in-your-face audio visual experience which uses a 
high-energy mix of contemporary Christian and secular chart 
music to connect with young people and to communicate the 
Christian faith without any jargon. 

They are fully equipped and ready for school assemblies, 
lessons, lunchtime concerts, night-time gigs, music 

workshops, worship and preaching. If your 
church or youth group needs the radical 
touch, contact Andy Flannagan now on 0378 
I ■ jjptf 601214 or YFC offices on 0121 550 8055. 


Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

(01371) 817093 



So you «MZ*ct to tna&e a cU^fenetcce? 


• A member of the 
Evangelical Alliance 

• A Member of the 
Selly Oak Colleges 

• Serving the Whole 
Body of Christ 


A 



Springdale 
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• Full-Time or Part- 
Time Studies 

l 

• 1 Year Certificate 

• 2 Year Diploma 

• Lay Training 


Springdale 

COLLEGE 

Our BA (Honours) in Mission Theology 

Will Prepare You for Mission and Ministry in the Western World 
Accredited through Westhill College and the Selly Oak Colleges 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM 

"/ am enormously impressed by the work that has gone into this programme and it is obviously full of fresh insights. 
I can only express my admiration . . " (The late Bishop Lesslie Newbigin) 

For prospectus and information, please write to: 

Springdale College, 54 Weoley Park Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6RB 
Phone/Fax 0121 472 0726 email: springdale@seliyoak.ac.uk 


» We make and supply, to 
individual requirements, a 
complete range of Clergy 
and Choir Regalia, Altar 
Frontals, Falls and Banners 
- as well as Fabrics and 
Trimmings. 

Embroidery design-service 
available. 

St. Martin 
Vestments 

Ltd. 

j| Lutton, Spalding, Lines PE12 9LR 
Tel: Holbeach (01406) 362386 


Reflexion 

Services 

A Consultancy for Churches 


" Assisting the Church's 
Reflection 

become a Practical 
Reality" 

Is your Church looking forward 
to the future? 

Are you seeking to develop your service 
within your local community? 

Are you thinking about a new project? 
How are you managing change? 

Contact John Harding for further details 
102/4 High Road, Chadwell Heath. 
Romford RM6 4BA 
Tel: 0181 590 1375 


e-mail: RflexnServ@ao.com 




: 01598 752621 


Lee ABBEY, Lynton, North Devon EX35 6JJ 
Fax: 01S98 752619 

f't.. A place for renewal . 

I Rcg-Clufity No.227322 


There is a place where the spectacular North 
Devon coastline, cliffs, woodlands and rivers 
merge to create almost 300 acres of the most 
salubrious grounds imaginable - Lee Abbey, 
the Christian Holiday and Conference Centre. 


An ideal place for you and your family 


• Retreats • Autumn Breaks 

• Croups Weekends • Half Term Holidays 

• Leadership Conferences jsM We\ c0li1 e 


,ALL TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 
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Christmas Emporium 

anti Puttie 



J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 

Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yams and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 


WEDDINGS • PARTIES 
OFFICES • HOTELS • 
CONFERENCES 


busies 


FLOWER SHOP 

SIMPLY SUPERB FLOWERS 
DELIVERED DAILY 

OXFORD (01865) 554882 

106 WALTON STREET, OXFORD 0X2 6AJ 
Fax:(01865)552993 



Trinders Toys 

Models, Games & Accessories 



Broad Street, Banbury 
Tel: 01295 262546 


^acldyrite 



I ELECTRIC GOLF 
TROLLEY SPECIALISTS 

APPOINTED DISTRIBUTOR & 
SERVICE AGENT FOR THE FRASER 
FOLDAWAY Powered Golf Trolleys & 
I Batteries 

t Established Agents for: Powakaddy, 

[ Caddy Matic, King Kaddy & Falcon Golf 
I Cart 

I Repairs and Service to most makes of 
I Electric Trolley carried out. 

I Unit D6, Watermeadows Small 
I Industries, Liphock Road, Lindford, 

I Nr Bordon, Hants GU35 OPG 
Tel: 01420 489868 

I • 2nd hand trolleys always available. 
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CALDEY 

ABBEY 

PERFUMES 

Classic fragrances by 
the monks of 
Caldey Island 
FREE BROCHURE 
from: 

The Perfumery 
Caldey Island 
Dyt'ed 
SA70 7UH 

Phone: 

01834 842879 
or 01834 844454 

Name 

Address 




DON’T WAIT 
TO BE 
ROBBED! 

Turn out your 
treasures now. 
GIVE YOUR BEST 
TO THE LORD! 

You can 
help by 
giving 
jewellery, 
gold, 
silver, 
antiques, 
including furniture, oil 
paintings, water colours, 
porcelain, lace, stamps and 
coins and all kinds of objets 
d’art and collectables to: 
Wallington Missionary 
Auctions 

20 Dalmeny Road 
Carshalton, Surrey 
SM5 4PP 

Tel: 0181 647 8437 

The proceeds of the sale of 
your gift will be sent to the 
Missionary Society of your 
choice. 

Transport can be arranged if 
required. 

Houses cleared. 

Legacy forms available 

12 auctions each year 
NEXT AUCTION in 
1998/1999 are: 

Friday 20th November 
(Pics 8 Books) 

Thu/ Fri 26/27 November 
(Jewellery, China Postcards etc) 
Mar 4th & Sth 1999 
Apr 22 & 23 1099 
June 17 & 18 1999 


SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1998/99 Catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on Apples. 
Also Gooseberries. Rum. 
Soft Fruit, Hops and Grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, isle of Wight 
P038 3HW 

Tel: 01983 840750 or 
Fax: 01983 523575 (24 hrs) 


A New Christian 
Nursing Home 
Opening in January. 

Trinity Care are having a Pre- 
opening Presentation Evening at 
St Clements Family Centre, 
Cross Street, Oxford on 

Friday 20th November 
at 7.30pm. 

All are welcome to come and 
hear about the work of company 
and the plans for the new home. 
For information about the home 
or employment opportunities 
contact the Home Manager, 
Wendy Champion on 

0831 189134 
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Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham MR 18 I LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 

STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 



The Millennium Collection of 

CHURCH KNEELERS 


in Cross Stitch Tapestry 


A practical & lasting ivay 
to mark the Millennium 
in your church . 

Our Millennium Collection of 
tapestry Kneeler kits is designed 
using symbols depicting the arrival of 
Christianity on our shores. The kits come complete 
with eiHtrything you need to achieznt professional results in no time! 
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HIGH QUALITY SOFT LEATHER 

DUTCH MULES 

Moulded instep, crepe rubber soles. 

Good range of colours. Sizes 34-46 
(approx 1-11) 

Brochure from Miss M Hortnp - Dutch Mules. 

Hellescott House Mews, Petherwin Launceston. Cornwall 
PL15 8LL Tel: 01566 785 792 



OLD FISHING TACKLE 
WANTED 

REELS WANTED - 1 would like to buy all your old surplus 
and unwanted fishing reels and tackle. 

Hardy Perfects', Davev's, Silex's, brass reels, catalogues, 
leather tackle cases, carved or cased fish etc. 

All good tackle bought. 

FISHING TACKLE - The Bible of fishing tackle collecting 
384 pages, 32 colour plates, 750 black & white illustrations. 
Considered to be the bible of fishing tackle collecting in the UK, 
this book presents information on over 250 well known British 
tackle manufacturers, including Hardy Bros., Allcocks, Farlows 
and Malloch, together with details on American tackle. 
Recommended Retail Price £70 
Christmas offer £60 POST FREE! 

Brindley John Ayers 

8 Bay View Drive, Hakin, Milford Haven, 
Pembrokeshire SA73 3RJ 

Telephone 0i+44‘ 1646 698359 Fax Ot+44' 1646 690733 


“HELP U GRIP” TM PLASTIC 
CARRIER BAG GRIP 

Less strain • No pain and re-use the bag again 

Made in Great Hritain 

Only £2.45 (or 2 pairs 
(4 grips) £4.35 for 
4 pairs (8 grips) 
Prices inclusive o£ 
postage & packing 
Colours available Orange. 
Green. White, Red, Blue 
For more information & orders 
H S MARKS & CO., ENGINEERS & DISTRIBUTORS 
4 EDGEHILL AVE, LLANISHEN, CARDIFF CF 5HL 

Tel. 012X2 623647 


EXPLORE:- HISTORIC HOUSES • FAMOUS 
GARDENS • ANTIQUES CENTRES 
from 

THE BELFRY COUNTRY HOTEL 

Yarcombe, Nr Honiton, Devon EX 1 4 9BD 

Small quality hotel, formerly the village school. Luxury 
en suite rooms; lovely countryside views. Cosy candle-lit 
restaurant, log fire. Scrumptious home-cooking. Ideal for 
exploring, and walking countryside and coast Short breaks. 

Phone 01404 861234 for colour brochure and 
information package. 

AAH K 76% - AA Rosette - ETB Highly Commended - Johansens 


The Whately Hall, Banbury 

01295 263 451 

Forte Heritage 16th Century Hotel located in the 
centre of Banbury. 

The oak panelled restaurant with freshly laundered WhflfpK/ Mai 1 j 
linen is open for non-residents throughout 

December for all your personal requirements. 

We have a series of menu's produced with you in mind. 
Mondav-Friday three course luncheon only £12.95 
w ith crackers. 

Sunday lunches through December at £15.95 includes three course 
traditional choice menu w ith crackers, visit from 
Santa for children and pianist playing. 

If you remember the Dinner Dances of old. we have a 
Black Tie Dinner Dance on 22nd December. 

If you are looking for something livelier our Christmas Party Nights are 
happening throughout December, not to mention the Christmas Day 
Lunches being served as well. 

For further details on any of the above please do not hesitate to contact Liz or 

Marian on 01295 263 451 


TREASURED PHOTOGRAPHS? 


• Are you in need of copies or 
enlargements? 

• Christmas gifts that are valued and 
individual? 

• All faded, scratched, worn and torn, 

| photographs can be restored. 

• With over 35 years of experience you 
| are sure of a fast and professional 

service with impressive quality. 

MEMORY LANE PRODUCTIONS 

Shalford House, Ricksons Lane, West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6HU 

Tel: (01483) 284409 




Prepare your own music: service sheets, 
leaflets, hymns, anthems: 

Music Publisher 

for Windows or Windows 95 



Lord ! 


Music software written by 
musicians for musicians 


Braeburn Software 
Hawthorn Bank 
Scott's Place 
Selkirk TD7 4DP 
Tel 01750 21854 


only £79.95 

Write, phone or email for 
details. 

Email: mpenq@braebum co.uk 


HOMES & HOLIDAYS IN THE SUN 

llbed apart £16,200 

J 2 bed aparts, furnished £21 ,400 

2 bed aparts adjacent to golf, from £22,400 

3 bed aparts, furnished £26,000 

2 bed detached villas from £34,000 

24 DOVECOTE ROAD, HILLTOP, EASTWOOD, NOTTS NG16 3EZ 

Telephone: 01773 535653 Fax: 01773 534201 
SPANISH OFFICE: Telephone: 570 40 02 Mobile: 9395 15548 




THE PERFECT PRESENT 

A Gift Voucher to Paradise 






j- |OAP CBO&& fo il 

THE HEALTH SPA RESORT IN 
A STATELY HOME 

DAY GIFTS FROM £46.00 

For an instant purchase tel. 01283 575671 
Hoar Cross, near Lichfield, Staffordshire DEI 3 8QS 


HORSES & PONIES PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

If you have always dreamed of having your own pony , and would like to help out 
those horses and ponies which have been ill-treated or neglected . . . 

... for as little as £10.00 a year you can adopt one of our animals, and at the same time, 
your subscription will help to pay the animals veterinary treatment, feed, hay and straw. 
In return, you will receive a certificate of adoption, a photograph of your chosen animal, 
a membership badge and card, and two newsletters a year. 

So why not adopt the Happa attitude and adopt one of our animals. 

The Stables, Burnley Wharf, Manchester Road, Burnley, Lancashire BB11 1 JZ 
Telephone: 01282 455992 Fax: 01282 451992 

I would like to help HAPPA help horses 

Please accept my donation of £ / 

Please send me details of your work and the Adoption Scheme to: 

Name 

Address 


. Postcode . 
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Our vows are important 


Andy and Jill Blane married in June 1997. They are 
not regular churchgoers - just Christmas and Easter, 
says Jill - but having their wedding in church was 
important to them, so when a friend asked them to 
join the Students Exploring Marriage Initiative, they 
accepted. This involved being interviewed on three 
different occasions by a group of 16- and 17-year olds. 
Jill was surprised that they were mostly boys. ‘They 
wanted to interview a couple who were not very 


Christian,’ explained Jill. The other people the/ 
had talked to were apparently either vicars c r 
devout Christians!’ 

Jill, who is in her 30s, had not been marrie 1 
before, but Andy, who is in his 40s, has three chi - 
dren from a previous marriage, and the youn * 
people interviewing them wanted to know what 
effect his divorce had had on his children, and wh' r , 
if marriage had failed him once, he wanted to get 
married again. 

‘One or two of them were from split families and 
were trying to understand it for themselves,’ said 
Jill. ‘They could have asked us anything - such as 
whether we had affairs - but they were quite uncer- 
tain of themselves. To begin with, the questions 
were quite superficial - where did you meet, how 
did you know you loved each other - and we didn’t 
find them difficult to answer because Andy and I 
had discussed everything in advance. We only 
shocked them once when they asked what attract- 
ed us to each other and we said ‘sexual attraction!’ 
They were expecting something more intellectual!’ 

'Andy and I are best friends 
as well as lovers’ 

Jill was impressed by the young people’s commit- 
ment which meant giving up 12 lunch hours to 
conduct interviews with three different couples, 
and to complete a report . 

‘Despite what the statistics say, it is still the ideal - 
to get married and have a family. Andy and I ai e 
best friends as well as lovers. This is important 
because the sexual side changes. It’s a relationship 
built on communication,’ says Jill. 

‘We married because he knew I wanted it so 
much, but it wasn’t until we were at the rehearsal 
that we realised how important the vows are. 
Suddenly it took on a very different feel. To stand 
in church and say those vows in the sight of God 
and other people made it for me. A registry office 
wedding is not the same at all. Marriage is not just 
a legal contract*. 


Christian 
marriage 
makes sense 

The Grubb Institute is a non-profit making 
Christian organisation which has been working 
with young people since the 1 950s. Based in 
London, its aim is to contribute to the well-being 
of all sections of society. Its latest project, the 
Students Exploring Marriage Initiative (SEMI), 
invites young people to explore the significance 
of Christian marriage today. With the help of 
local steering groups, pilot studies have been 
carried out at schools in Banbury and Bicester. 
Clemency Fox, the Local Initiative Steering 
Group chairman in Oxfordshire, explains how 
SEMI has changed the minds of young people 
who had all but given up on the idea of marriage 

To date, 50 young people have taken part in work- 
shops organised by the Students Exploring 
Marriage Initiative. Each student is required to 
interview married couples about their experiences 
of marriage and to write a report on their findings. 
And in the process, they can explore for them- 
selves the question ‘is Christian marriage relevant 
to society today?’. 

Being involved in this study has radically changed 
the minds of young people who had imagined that 
marriage was an outmoded institution. A sixth 
form student, who attended a Students Exploring 
Marriage Initiative workshop at her school, wrote: 
‘Before I decided to participate in the workshop, I 
had a pretty cynical view of marriage. With most 
of the adult members in my family divorced, I’d 
interpreted it as a thing of the past. It had never 
occurred to me that one form of marriage could be 
better or stronger than another’. 

A boy in a comprehensive school said: ‘I believe 
there is a place for Christian marriage in today’s 
society because people always crave for happiness, 
love and security in a marriage and that is what a 
true Christian marriage brings’. 

Students impressed by honesty 

Following a feasibility study in 1997, Phase 1 of the 
Initiative has seen students from two schools in 
Oxfordshire and three in Kent take part in a total 
of six workshops this year. Over a period of ten or 
twelve weeks, the students interviewed three mar- 
ried couples who, on the understanding that they 
believed themselves to be in a Christian marriage, 
offered themselves and their experience of mar- 
riage as a resource to the young people. 

The report on Phase 1 already highlights some 
interesting and rewarding results. Time and time 
again the students comment on the openness and 


honesty of the couples they met and it is obvious 
that they were deeply touched by their discussions 
with them. For many of the students it was an oppor- 
tunity to look at marriage in a new light, especially 
for those whose parents were involved with a second 
or third marriage partner. One student wrote: 

‘The meetings were relaxed on the whole, and infor- 
mal, which was helpful for both the students and 
the married couples. We were given complete control 
over the running of the sessions and were treated as 
mature, responsible adults. That, along with the sup- 
port of a professional adviser, provided us with a safe 
environment in which to explore the complex issues 
involved in marriage and adult relationships’. 

Invitation to schools and couples 

One of the areas where the work will continue is in 
the Oxford Diocese and we are enormously encour- 
aged by a gift from Bishop Richard of £500 from his 


Outreach Fund. The Local Initiative Steering Group 
would like to hear from anyone in the Diocese who is 
concerned about current attitudes to marriage and 
who would like to take part in the study. 

The schools in Bicester and Banbury which took part 
last time would like to run the workshops again, 
and we would like to invite more schools to become 
involved. We would also like to hear from married 
couples willing to share their experience of mar- 
riage, and from people who would like to act as 
advisers to the groups. We offer two weekends of 
training for this. 

For more information please contact Clemency 
Fox, 2 Elsfield Rd, Marston, Oxford OX3 OPR. 
Tel/fax: 01865 722668. email: clemency@global- 
net.co.uk. Or Justin Tomkins, National Initiative 
Organiser, The Grubb Institute, Cloudesley 
Street, London N1 OHU. Tel: 0171 278 8061. Fax: 
0171 278 0728. email: grubbuk@aol.com 



Kallender Jeffries 

financial services limited 

Retired or approaching retirement? 
Need some help on retirement planning? 

THEN CONTACT OUR MANAGING DIRECTOR, 

Mervyn Osman for all financial advice to 

INCLUDE... 

• Pensions / annuities / income drawdown 

PLANS 

• Long term care 
• Inheritance tax planning 
• Investments 

• Home reversion / Income plans 
• Home equity release 

Independent Financial Advisers 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
For Investment Business 

Frome House, 

Lower Bristol Road, Bath BA2 I EY 
telephone: (01225) 444553 




“The Musical Department Store” 

In addition to traditional musical instruments and pianos we 
have digital pianos, keyboards, studio and stage equipment, 
software, music, CDs and hundreds of musical accessories. 
For personal or professional performance you can rely on us 
to provide you with quality products at value for money 
prices. Our experience also includes specialist export, 
religious and education supplies. Contact us today, we are 
open seven days a week including Thursdays and Fridays 
until 8.00 p.m. 

21 Silbury Arcade, Shopping Centre, Milton Keynes, MK9 3AG. 

Tel: 01908 663366 Fax: 01908 606414 

E-mail: enquiries_mk@chappell-bond-st.co.uk 

www. chappellofhondstreet. co. uk Also at SO New Bond Street, LONDON 


' '”Z 

Davi 




865 254515 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES 


We have a stimulating community of undergraduate and post- 
graduate students and a very strong staff team. Enquiries are 
now welcome for entry to the following courses in September 
1999 at Cheltenham & Gloucester College of Higher Education. 

• BA (Hons) - Religious Studies • MA - Religious Education 

- Theology 

• MA - Biblical Studies • MA - Religion and Society 

• MA - Christian Education • PGCE - Secondary Religious 

Education 

• MA - Church School Education 

For relevant prospectuses, or to arrange an advisory interview, 
telephone Patricia Downes (01242) 532747 or Fred Hughes 
(01242) 532864 or return the form below: 

To: Mrs Patricia Downes (Prospectuses) Cheltenham & 
Gloucester College of Higher Education, PO Box 220, The Park 
Campus, Cheltenham GL50 2QF 

Please tick: 

□ BA (Hons) □ MA Courses 

□ PGCSE □ MPhil/PhD by research 

Name: 
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comment from 

The Bishop of Buckingham 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

Have you noticed when you 
enquire as to how a person is, 
their response is often prefixed 
by either, ‘I’m very tired/ or,Tm 
very busy.' Busyness and its 
accompanying symptom, fatigue is a fact of life 
in today’s society. Of course, laziness is never 
to be commended but has the busyness and 
activism of our society gone too far? 

Most employers want more for the money 
they pay in wages.Talk of impending recession 
sends a further shudder of insecurity down the 
spines of many employees. It invites the 
response of yet more hard work, in the hope 
of staying aboard the ship when job cuts 
threaten.To hear some people talk about their 
work is to conclude that some organisations 
have ceased to pay wages and salaries and are 
now paying a bounty in return for the lives of 
their employees! 

Of course overwork and tiredness will, from 
time to time, be the lot of us all. But a consis- 
tent commitment to overwork is paralysing. It 
destroys health, marriages, friendships and 
lives. We used to think that workaholism was 
an illness, not a basic workplace requirement! 

Our response as a Church to al I this is fasci- 
nating. In a world dying of activism we seem to 
have been seduced into a response which is 
equally activist.The weekly news sheet in 
many local churches is a salutary reminder. We 
preach justification by grace through faith, but 
often live justification by works. 

Behind all this is a very crucial question for 
the Church in today's increasingly busy and 
tired society. What will a contemporary spiri- 
tuality look like? The Psalmist wrote, 'Be still 
and know that I am God’. Without creating 
some stillness, how will we ever know God? It's 
worth a thought! 

+ Mike Buckingham 



Lay and clergy appointments 

The Revd Paul Chaplin, Curate of St Paul’s Wokingham to 
be Priest-in-charge of Mortimer West End with Padworth, 
and Vicar of Stratfield Mortimer;The Revd Geoffrey 
Borrowdale to be NSM in Sunninghill with permission to 
officiate;The Revd Victor Bullock, Curate of St Giles’, 
Reading to be Vicar of Fenny Stratford, Milton Keynes; 
The Revd Brian Cartmill, Rector of Chinnor w Emmington 
and Sydenham to retire at the end of November;The 
Revd Peter Doll, Assistant Curate of Cowley St John also 
to be part-time Chaplain of Worcester College, Oxford; 
The Revd Alan Holmes, NSM Beech Hill, Grazeley and 
Spencers Wood, has resigned;The Revd Colin Jee, 
Incumbent of Ludgershall with Wooton Underwood and 
Ashendon has retired. 


Your money and your life 


T here has been much publicity 
and media coverage over the 
‘ups and downs’ of the world’s 
stockmarkets in recent weeks. 
Misleading headlines such as, ‘Billions 
wiped off shares’ can induce states of 
near panic. But as Christians should 
we be concerned at all with the appar- 
ent malfunction in the world’s 
economies? 

Some Christians think it best to steer 
clear of the financial markets altogeth- 
er, but if you have a mortgage with an 


endowment, a PEP, or a pension, then 
you will be exposed to the stockmarket 
and its knock-on effects on the econo- 
my whether you like it or not. 

If money is being lost or is perceived to 
be lost, there is a lack of confidence, 
people spend less, profits start to fall 
and ultimately the property market is 
also hit. This is called a ‘vicious spiral*. 
The opposite happens, of course, when 
there is excessive confidence, but the 
problem with a ‘virtuous spiral’ is that 
it is based on a confidence or ‘faith’ 
which in itself has no value. 

If the basic economic system is flawed, 
then the faith being exercised is mis- 
placed. A Christian’s faith, of course, 
should be based upon the Grace that 
God has extended to us. The ultimate 
example of this is the sacrifice of Jesus 
on the cross: a past event that gives us 
faith in our future salvation. This con- 


cept is in stark contrast to investment 
wisdom, where, in stockmarket par- 
lance, we have to say that ‘past 
performance is no guarantee of future 


by Mark Roach 


returns’. 

In practice, though, we often find that 
when it comes to money, it is not 
always clear whether our values are 
God’s values. If we feel He is asking us 
to invest £100,000 in a new house and 


it goes down in value, we wonder 
whether we have heard God correctly. 
If we see the world stockmarkets gyrat- 
ing up and down and we worry about 
the value of our pension, we wonder if 
we should put everything in the build- 
ing society and have nothing to do 
with the world markets. 

Adjustment In world markets 

There is no doubt that there is an 
adjustment going on in the world mar- 
kets which is partly to do with reduced 
worldwide inflation, yet in spite of the 
substantial falls in the stockmarket 
this summer, the UK market is roughly 
the same size as it was at the begin- 
ning of. the year. The overall change 
has been less than 1%. The US market 
is slightly larger than it was at the 
start of the year while the Japanese 
market has shrunk by about 10%. 


Most of the world’s economies are 
built on excessive consumption, ie we 
produce and buy more than we need 
and quite often borrow to do it. We 
should certainly examine our own per 
sonal spending patterns to ensure we 
do not encourage this, and there is an 
argument for ethically-based invest- 
ments. However, I acknowledge that al 
the end of the day we are still support- 
ing a basically flawed structure. 

Out of this arises a concern as to 
whether Christians should be involved 
in the world system at all, or, if we are 
to be far more selective about what we 
invest in. It is, however, impossible for 
the average Christian to isolate them- 
selves from the world economy. We 
need to use money; we need some- 
where to live; we enjoy the benefits of 
an industrialised society. It is hypocrit 
ical to think we can live in isolation. 

Learning from worldly wisdom 

We have a lot to learn from worldly 
wisdom. A balanced investment portfc 
lio should have a mix of different 
elements to it. Its risk should be struc- 
tured in such a way that it is able to 
cope with sudden upsets in the mar- 
ket. If we are younger we can take a 
longer-term view, and maybe a slightb 
higher risk. As we get older we reduce 
our risk (in investment terms called 
volatility) and start to move away fron 
direct stockmarket investments. 

But as Christians our confidence and 
our focus should be on the Lord. This 
enables us to have a deeper anchor an 
confidence in His provision, than 
those who just look to investments 
and pensions for their security. This 
should enable us, as Christians, to tak 
a longer term view and not to be dis- 
tracted by short term events. k 
W e do not know what will happen in 
the future. All we are sure of is that 
the Lord will look after us, even if it is 
not in the way we would immediately 
anticipate. We should ensure our con- 
fidence is in Him and that we have 
peace in the conduct of our financial 
affairs. If we do not have these two coi 
nerstones in our lives, then we should 
give it immediate attention. 

Mark Roach is Chairman of the Association of 
Christian Independent Financial Advisers. The 
views expressed in this article are his personal 
ones. Mark is an independent financial adviser in 
Chipping Norton and a former member ofThe 
Bishops’ Council.The Association of Christian 
Independent Financial Advisers (ACIFA) does nc 
hold any specific theological view other than tra 
ditional Biblical principles. For information on 
ACIFA ring FREEPHONE 0800 783 795 1 (e-mai 
acifa@questfs.co.uk) Their website is: 
www.questfs.co.uk\acifa\home.htm 



'Your Money and Your Life’ is a course that considers Biblical teaching on 
money and then explores how this can be lived out in today's world.The 
eight-week course is suitable for house groups and study notes, a book and 
a video are available. Topics covered include money and possessions, giving, 
saving, debt and ethical considerations. For more details contact Credit 
Action, 6 Regent Terrace, Cambridge CB2 IAA. 


Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 

with a donation so this work can 
;h grow. Please give your support, 
ng now, by returning the coupon to: 
t CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 
London NW9 7BT 


Registered Charity 
umber. 802801 
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I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People’. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 

J Please send me details of your work 

Name and Title 

Address 


Postcode _ 


j_ BE A HOMELESS PEOPLEj 


Produce Your Own 

• Magazines ★ Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently ; 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 



With the 


/ISIS* 


Digital printer 


New jikI Rtfurhishfd Photocopiers 
u a \ > mailable 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy Howe. Mountbanen Business Centre 
Southampton S0I5 IHY 



If 


PROVIDENCE 
ROW 

(Reg Charity 207454) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and dis- 
possessed. 

Since 1860 we have been helping people find a 
way back to settled living through access to 
accommodation, training and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us contin- 
ue this work. Donations and enquiries to Sister 
Winefride at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, London 
El 6HQ. Tel: 0171 375 0020 


I enclose a donation for your work: 

Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ 
Charity Card □ Tick 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Expiry Date Amount £ 

Date . 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row. 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row. 

Name , 

Address 


POStCOde grapev 2/08 • 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3X1 
Tel: 01494 482521 


I 
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Strange genes 
in your food 

Genetic modification: ignoring the 
facts of gene transplantation 
After reading Andrew Fox’s article 
(page 2, October DOOR) I was 
concerned about whether he, or the 
group he works with, were aware of 
how genes react when removed from 
the DNA of one species and introduced 
to the DNA of another species (this 
process is sometimes known as GM). 
When a gene is transplanted, it is not 
possible to predict whether it will 
perform the same function in the DNA 
of a host species. It is for this reason 
that medical researchers involved in 
genetic engineering control and regu- 
late every stage of the process. 

However, no such controls apply to the 
genetic engineering of crops which are 
used for food production. If genetic 
engineering is not considered safe 
enough for use by medical practi- 
tioners - except after clinical testing 
for general toxicity, and over a long 
period which includes extensive trials 
on human volunteers - why is the 
process considered safe enough to be 
retailed as food? 

Sarah Wild, Oxford 

Fees and funerals: an 
embarrassing ritual 

I wonder if there are clergy and laity in 
the Diocese who share my concern that 
it is high time we changed the way the 
Church manages the fees that are due 
to an incumbent as part of his/her 
stipend. As far as I understand it, at the 
moment the incumbent is entirely 
responsible for the collection of these 
fees, and if he/she chooses to assign 
them to the Diocese, must also make 
sure that the correct payment is then 
made to the Board of Finance. 
Unfortunately this system may be 
vulnerable to either simple incompe- 
tence or dishonesty. 

Would it not be better for the Diocese 
to insist that every incumbent pay the 
fees due to them as part of their 
stipend directly into the PCC current 
account? Then, at the end of the 
month or quarter, the incumbent. 


letters to the editor 


having recorded what was paid in, 
would ask the Treasurer for a cheque 
payable to the Board of Finance, for the 
appropriate amount he/she has to send 
off to the Diocese. 

This might have two advantages. 

Firstly, financial transparency in 
accounting. All potential interested 
parties, eg the incumbent, the PCC, the 
Diocese, the Inland Revenue would 
have access to properly audited 
accounts for these fees. 

Secondly it would artificially boost PCC 
current account balances for short 
periods, perhaps enabling them to stay 
in the black at low points in the finan- 
cial year. 

In the long term, I would like to see 
funeral directors pay the fees they owe 
to the church and incumbent directly 
into the PCC current account at the 
end of the month by bank Giro Credit, 
instead of the somewhat uncomfort- 
able and tasteless business of funeral 
directors handing over fees to the vicar 
just before the service is due to begin. 
Revd Peter Boyles, United Benefice of 
Lavendon 


The modern funeral business 

Concern has recently been expressed 
that the British funeral service is being 
commercialised. This should hardly be 
surprising at a time when the market 
place has impinged on every other 
aspect of our lives. The subject was 
covered in a recent BBC Public Eye docu- 
mentary and an American company, 
Service. Corporation International, now 
has 15 per cent of the British funeral 
market. There is even a ‘supermarket’ 
in Walthamstow where you can buy 
funeral goods ‘off the peg’. 

So worried is the National Funerals 
College that it has launched a Dead 
Citizens’ Charter, and written to every 
local authority in the UK urging them 
not to sell their crematoria to private 
companies. (The lucrative potential of 
funerals has already been tapped by so- 
called ‘freelance vicars’ who offer cut- 


price services. Their success has been 
partly due, no doubt, to the poor 
quality of help and support offered by 
us, the parish clergy.) 

What’s to be done? One has to be 
careful, as we live in an age of litiga- 
tion. However, at the very least we can 
as Christian friends gently advise 
bereaved relatives to ‘shop around’ 
before arranging the funeral. It may 
seem vulgar to focus on money at such 
a time, but in my experience financial 
pressures are often a cause of much 
additional stress to remaining family 
members as, for example, when the 
main income provider dies leaving 
inadequate provision for partner or 
children. 

Finally, don’t assume that your local 
family funeral director ‘whom we’ve 
known for years* has not been taken 
over by a less scrupulous operator. As 
my local Welsh village undertaker (a 
thoughtful and caring man) once said 
to me: ‘If you’re looking to make a 
killing, there’s a lot of money to be 
made out of the dead!’ 

Neil Davies, Anglican Ecumenical Officer, 
Berkshire Archdeaconry 


Media misrepresentation 
hurts Ashendon congregation 

Unfortunately, my letter in the October 
DOOR has been misinterpreted by The 
Oxford Times. An article in their 
September 25 issue stated that our 
church, St Mary’s, Ashendon, was 
‘calling for a tougher stand on prac- 
tising homosexuals’. 

While our PCC resolution, quoted in 
full in the October DOOR, encourages 
the Church to uphold its traditional 
teaching on sexual morality (as reaf- 
firmed at the Lambeth Conference) it 
also clearly rejects homophobia and 
states that we will ‘continue to offer a 
warm welcome to all who attend 
services that they might discover more 
of the saving love of God’. 

The Oxford Times report is another 



ROEHAMPTON 

INSTITUTE 

LONDON 

An Institute of the University of Surrey 


Chaplaincy Theological Society 
Public Lectures 1998-9 


One Man's Life and Faith 
Monday 9th November, 1998 
Revd Canon Eric James, former Director of 
Christian Action and Chaplain to the Queen 
Has Marriage a Future? 

Monday 22nd February 1999 
Professor Adrian Thatcher, Professor of Applied 
Theology at St Mark and St John in Plymouth 
Letting God be God 
Monday 15th March 1999 
Revd Gerry Hughes SJ, author of numerous books 
on Spirituality. 

Wisdom and Compassion: 

A Christian Encounter with Buddhism 
Thursday 29th April 1999 
Dr Elizabeth Harris, National Secretary for Inter- 
faith Relations in the Methodist Church 


All lectures will commence at 6pm and w ill take 
place in Grove House, Froebel College, 
Roehampton Institute, London, Roehampton Lane, 
London SWJ5 5SL 

For more information, please contact: Revd Robert 
Jones, Southlands College on tel: 0181 392 3497 


ROEHAMPTON INSTITUTE LONDON, AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER. EXISTS TO ADVANCE 
AND DEVELOP HIGHER EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND 
SCHOLARSHIP 



ROCKING HORSES 


CORNISHORSES 


A new breed of rocking horse! 

Beautiful wooden toys that are:- 

4 unique - each one is individually hand-made and 
decorated and is supplied with a certificate of 
authenticity. 

4 flat packed - no storage problems, and easy tool- 
free assembly 

4 safe - extremely stable, even at a full gallop!- 

4 available - in dapple-grey, black or palomino, or 
commission one in the colour scheme of your 
choice. 

4 affordable - prices from only £585.00 incl. p&p 
(mainland UK) 

* Suitable for ages 18 months plus 
For further information please contact: 

SENATER ENTERPRISES 

of Cornwall 

Tel. 0800 298 5032 
Fax. 01503 220179 (24 hrs) 
E-Mail: cornishorse@senater.co.uk 

Please visit our website at 
www.senater.co.uk 
(full online shopping facilities) 

Please order early for Christmas 


Society of Retreat Conductors 


West Kingsdown, Kent TNI 5 6AN 
(01474) 852247 

We are an Anglican Centre for the giving of retreats according 
to the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola. 

A full programme of Open and Group retreats - preached or 
individually guided - is available from the Administrator. 


STACKLANDS 
ETREAT HOUSE 



Please write or telephone for details of our 
1998 retreat programme. 

A registered charity No. 246045 to provide Quiet Retreat. 
Donations towards the work of the house are welcome. 


White Horse 
Country Wear 

Selling a wide range of 
country and leisure 
clothing and footwear. 

STOCKISTS FOR: Craghopper - Radish - Regatta - 
Outdoor Scene - Trespass - Hoggs - and many more 
Unit 4, The Tower Centre, Carterton, Oxon 0X18 3JG 
Tel: 01 993 841324 

I 9b Market Place, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7HP 
Tel: 01367 242727 


Guitars Effects, 
Drums, Pianos, 


Sales, Rentals, Repairs, Sheet Music 
School's Rental-Purchase 

BRASS WIND VIOLIN CELLO 


REHEARSAL ROOMS & P.A. HIRE 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


01635 - 37868 


3 Crayen Road, Newbury RG14 5NG 


Keyboards, 

Accessories 




example of media misreporting which 
has unpleasant repercussions for those 
who serve the community. 

Mrs M Kampa, Ashendon, Bucks 

Breaking bread: 
broken fellowship 

How sad and discouraging it is to read 
that the Roman Catholic bishops of 
England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland 
have issued a new teaching document 
forbidding Roman Catholics to receive 
communion from an Anglican 
minister under any circumstances. 
They reiterate also that non-Roman 
Catholics may not receive communion 
from a Roman Catholic priest unless 
the bishop decides that the circum- 
stances are exceptional (eg danger of 
death). The rejection explicit in this 
directive is made more offensive by the 
appeal of the bishops to ‘our brothers 
and sisters in other Christian commu- 
nities, and to their pastoral leaders, to 
respect that discipline, just as we seek 
to respect the liturgical and sacra- 
mental disciplines of other communi- 
ties’. Such mutual respect, they urge, 

‘is an essential courtesy’. 

I would ask the Roman Catholic 
bishops how much more discourtesy it 
is possible to show brothers and sisters 
than to refuse to sit round the same 
table and share God’s gifts with them. 
Jesus never imposed any such prohibi- 
tions on those with whom he ate and 
drank. We read that he broke bread 
with publicans and sinners, the 
outcasts and rejects of society, without 
discrimination. He drank from the 
same cup as a Samaritan woman of ill- 
repute, trebly a rank outsider 
according to the standards of his day, 
by reason of her gender, her life-style 
and the fact that Jesus’ countrymen 
deliberately had no dealings with hers. 
Since Jesus refused to turn away 
anyone from eating and drinking in 
his company, who may claim the right 
to exclude in God’s name any of his 
brothers and sisters from receiving the 
gift of God made present to us in the 
breaking of the bread? 

Jennifer Henderson, Bucklebury, Reading 



Adventure Plus* 

A d ministra to r; 

Salary c£10.000 per annum 

Required for a rapidly expanding Christian 
charity running outdoor pursuit courses & 
adventure holidays for children & young 
people. 

Duties will include the smooth running of 
the office, co-ordination of activity course 
administration, day to day 
book-keeping, co-ordination of volunteer 
information and publicity. 

The successful applicant requires good 
interpersonal skills and will be 
committed to the objectives and 
Christian ethos of the Trust. Familiarity 
with Word & Access and experience of 
working in a similar environment 
would be a distinct advantage. 

Hour: 30 hrs. per week with potential 
increase to full time. 

Please apply with full CV to: 

Adventure Plus® 

Fair Glade Trust* 

Church Lane 
Witney 

Oxon 0X8 6LA 

Marking applications "A+ Administrator" 

Adventure Plus is the operational Name ot the I airglade Trust 
- a *Kegd. Charity 802659 
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Christmas 1998 at 

The Caddy Shack 

Hinksey Heights Golf Club 

Tel. 01865 327775 

STARTERS 

Melon £>r Pate with hot buttered bread 
£1 Prawn Cocktail 

MAIN COURSE 

Roast turkey, roast potatoes, sausages wrapped in bacon, seasonal 
vegetables and cranberry sauce 

21 Roast sirloin of beef, Yorkshire pudding, roast potatoes, seasonal 
vegetables and horseradish sauce 

21 Poached salmon in a tarragon sauce, served with seasonal vegetables. 
Vegetarians please come and talk to us about what you would like to 
have for your Christmas lunch. 

★ ★ it it it it it 

SWEET 

Christmas pudding with rum sauce 
2L Apple Pie with custard followed by 
Mince pies and brandy butter and coffee. 

*15.00 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. ALSO FOR 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 1999. 

South Hinksey, Oxford, 0X1 5AB 




[COU5,Hc 

xxanaemznti 


iMfl : 


DESIGN, 
SUPPLY & - 

INSTALLATION... 

SOUND REINFORCEMENTS^ 
LOOP SYSTEMS ' 

RADIO MICS X 

STAGE AND EFFECTS LIGHTING \ 
VIDEO PROJECTORS AND 
AV EQUIPMENT 

LEASE-PURCHASE SCHEMES AVAILABLE 
HIRE FOR CONFERENCES & SPECIAL EVENTS 

2 10WESWATER CIOSE, SI NICOLAS PARK, NUNEATON CVll 6EU 

TEL: 01203 343434 

fax: 01203 348383 



Songs of Fellowship 

Arrangements 

Service 


Arrangements of Christian Songs and Hymns 
for Choral and Instrumental groups. 

Our Catalogue and Information pack con- 
tains over 500 titles and for every title we 
offer professionally arranged parts for 
singers and instrumentaiists. 

For a catalogue/information pack and 
samples send a postal order or cheque for 
£2.50 (payable to 
JAW Music Ltd) to: 

S.O.F.A.S., Mission Control, 

Carley Drive, Sheffield S20 8NQ 
Tel. 0114 263 3451 
Fax. 0114 263 3499 
email: jawmusic@AOL.com 
S.O.F.A.S. is administered by JAW Music Ltd 


MORE ABOUT MAD 


MAD ’98 was the biggest event for 
young people ever put on in the 
Oxford Diocese. But will it really 
'make a difference’ to the role of 
young people in the Church in the 
new millennium? The organiser, 
Diocesan Youth Advisor, Andrew 
Gear, and others involved on MAD 

’98, reflect on an extraordinary night. J 

£ 



Will MAD make a difference? 


A fter months of hafd work 
by the small, but dedicated 
Planning Group, MAD *98 
has come and gone and we are 
left wondering did it m^ke a dif- 
ference? It’s worth recalling at 
this point the origin and purpose 
of the event. 

Stemming from the Church of 
England’s ‘Youth A Part’ report, 
MAD was originally intended to 
be an ‘alternative Bognor’ (the 
proposed second Diocesan 
Conference) for young people - an 
opportunity for young people to 
come together to look at issues 
important to them, in an environ- 
ment that was relevant. So, far 
from being just ‘a good night out’ | 
for young people, MAD aimed to | 
equip them to be confident in « 
their faith, both individually and J 
corporately, in order that they 
could make a difference. | 

Some myths challenged 

This was to be achieved in a num- 
ber of ways, for example by 
challenging myths about 
Christianity and the Church, 
exploring faith as a relationship 
with God and not as a religion, 
and enabling young people to 
experience the bigger picture. It 
is by reflecting on this vision that 
we can evaluate whether MAD 
was a success or not. 

Judging by the selection of letters 


I’ve received from youth workers, 
young people had a really positive 
experience at MAD - young peo- 
ple were amazed and encouraged 
to find 360 other young people 
who professed a living faith in 
God. They also experienced an 
event of quality, from lighting 
rigs and video screens to excellent 
workshops and professional 
Christian performers. The repre- 
sentatives from Christian Aid and 



Youth With A Mission were 
thrilled by the response from 
young people about issues such as 
Jubilee 2000 and taking time out 
for God. I know of one group in 
Langley, Slough who were so 
inspired by the Jubilee 2000 cam- 
paign that their next' Youth 
Service in December will be dedi- 
cated to that issue. I am sure that 
there are other young people 
across the Diocese planning activ- 
ity as a result of MAD. Also, at the 


closing Communion service, £300 
was given for the work of The 
Children’s Society and the 
Mityana Charity in Uganda. 

We got it 90% right 

MAD was not perfect - members 
of the Planning Group would be 
the first to admit that - but I do 
think we got at least 90% right 
and that is an achievement in 
itself. The ‘Youth A Part’ report 
calls on the Church to step out in 
faith, take risks and provide sub- 
stantial resources for work with 
young people and we are grateful 
to the Bishop’s Council for 
endorsing that vision by support- 
ing MAD financially. It would 
have been impossible to put on an 
event of this scale without an ele- 
ment of financial security. 

What of the future? 

What of the future - is there to be 
a MAD ’99? I don’t know. Is it 
wanted, is there a clear enough 
purpose for doing it all again? I 
would value your thoughts on 
this, but in the meantime I am 
left with the very positive impres- 
sion of an event with vision that 
was both MAD and made a differ- 
ence. 

Andrew Gear 
Diocesan Youth Advisor 


What they said about MAD 


‘Even standing on gate duty in the 
rain between lam and 2am had its 
enjoyable moments../ 

The overall impression was of a marvellous event that God 
blessed richly.The attitude and atmosphere really had the 
power and excitement, mixed with fun and enjoyment. The 
‘team’ came away joyously amazed at God’s grace and love to 
mobilise and inform, when (to be honest) this age group can 
be a bit stony and selfish. Stephen Everett , Frontiers 

This is just a quick note to thank you and your team 
for all the hard work you put into making Mad *98 a 
great event. My young people had a really good time. 
Most of them went along to the Christian Aid work- 
shops and were challenged by that and by many other 
things throughout the event. 

Steve Grasham, Parish Youth Worker, 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry 

Many many thanks for all of the hard work, vision and open- 
ness to God that it must have taken you and your team to 
plan and (more impressively) to put into action Mad ’98 with 
such professionalism, fun and downright Godliness! One girl 
from my youth group described it as ‘the greatest night of my 
life’. The event will really help us and many others to make a 
genuine, positive and real difference. 

Sean Doherty, a youth leader 
at Holy Trinity, Sunningdale 


One of our group told her mother how lovely it had been to 
be with so many people of her own age, having such a good 
time and knowing that she was surrounded by Christians, 
rather than feeling as she does in her sixth form as very much 
in a minority. I felt too that the ‘commissioning’ aspect of the 
event which came through particularly in the Eucharist, was 
very important and had quite an impact on those who were 
there. Even standing on gate duty in the rain between one and 
two am had its enjoyable moments as when the Pangbourne 
police drove up having spotted us as they went past the end 
of the road on a patrol and wanted to know what was going 
on and how could anyone be Standing out there in those 
conditions! 

Charlotte Hetherington, Mortimer 

Many congratulations on MAD. It was a very 
successful event and I pray that the follow up will bear 
much fruit.The team and I greatly valued the oppor- 
tunity of sharing the visions and campaigns of 
Christian Aid with a younger audience. Many of those 
who came to the exhibition and workshops said how 
good it was to be able to put their faith into action. 

Martin John Nicholls, Christian Aid 
Schools and Youth Team . 

They were full of praise for the superb overall organisation - 
it must have been a massive undertaking and we want you to 
know how much we appreciated that here in a north Bucks 
village. They found it enjoyable and thought provoking.’ 

The Revd Canon Judy Rees, 
Rural Dean of Claydon 
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With a band called 
Fruit and a cafe called 
‘Chill Out* the 
Diocesan MAD all- .,4 
night youth event 
made The DOOR’s 
editorial team feel 
nither |i£So we 
asked Nell Willson f||| 
from Thame, a* - |§§|§§|g| 
theology student at Exeter University; to | 
go MAD on our behalf. With the help of a 
great deal of coffee, he managed to stay 
awake all night - just! 

1AD stands for ‘make a difference’ which 
r as the aim of this all night youth event, 
round 360 young Christians aged fifteen 
) eighteen came along to Theale Green 
chool, near Reading, to find out how 
ley could make a difference in society. To 
utline what went on, here is my diary of 
le night’s activities: 

.00pm After some searching, I arrived for 
le start of a set by a Christian band 
ailed Bliss. Musically akin to Jamiroquai, 
liss played some catchy songs (especially 
Yarning Sign), with Christian messages 
l between. It was unfortunate that Bliss 
'ere on first as they did not receive the 
ze of audience they deserved. 

.30pm The YWAM roadshow highlighted 
pportunities for young people to make a 
ifference in overseas mission, and of 
3urse the basic principle of social respon- 
bility. Unfortunately the YWAM 
^preservatives were devoid of charisma 
nd seemed to be working off a checklist 
n ‘how to interact with young people’. No 
oubt YWAM provided an opportunity for 
nyone who already felt a calling in this 
eld. 

.50pm Visited the ‘Chill Out Cafe’ on a 
uest for caffeine but coffee had been 
eemed unsuitable, and so I had to settle 
)r Coke. This area lived up to it’s name 
nth low light and relaxing music, the 
nly difference between this Christian 
hill out room and those at some secular 
rents was the absence of cannabis. 

).15pm Caught the second half of Shine’s 
2 t. Shine are an attractive all-girl 
hristian band who are at present concen- 
:ating on evangelism in schools in Milton 
eynes. While their lyrics cannot be fault- 
d, their vocal range is not apparent and 
3 the melodies are quite boring. 

).30pm The Christian Aid roadshow got 
ff to a slow start, partly I feel because the 
)ky Blues Brothers routine was not con- 
istent with the serious issues which were 
i the spotlight. Once the ‘Blues Brothers’ 
loved on to the subject of Jubilee 2000 
he audience seemed far more receptive, 
he Jubilee 2000 project offers young peo- 
le simple ways to help release third 
rorld countries from first world debt, and 
ras in my opinion the best presentation 
f the night. 

).50pm The burger van in the playground 
rovided top value hot food for my deplet- 
d energy reserves, in the form of a coffee 
nd a bacon roll. 

1.15pm Listened to an ‘indie’ band called 
ruit. The lyrics were excellent but only 




what could be heard of them. As with' 
Shine there was a lack of range often 
descending into a monotone, which made 
them rather dreary. 

12.00pm Pete McCahon the Christian illu- 
sionist performed to the largest audience 
of the night in the main hall. While the 
illusions were hardly worthy of David 
Copperfield, the way in which they were 
performed was hilarious. Pete McCahon 
had the audience eating out of the palm 
of his hand so that when he reached the 
serious message of the Gospel, the stage 
was set for the workshops that followed. 

All Night 

Blues..... 


need local stories. As a result, young peo- 
ple should be contacting those in their 
area with any relevant stories about their 
church. This workshop demonstrated that 
as long as the story is pitched in the right 
way, to the appropriate media source, 
there is a golden opportunity for young 
people to make a difference in the media. 

2.45am A caffeine injection was required 
at the Chill Out Cafe as lack of sleep began 
to take its toll. 

3.15am The Club Dance Mix-hour was 
meant to take place but didn’t. It was 
replaced by the 60’s/70’s disco. By this 
time numbers were running low as most 
people had decided to grab some sleep. 

4.30am Unfortunately a young amateur DJ 
decided to fill the free spot left by DJ 
Fuel’s absence. The urge to give up and go 
to bed was strong but I managed to hang 
on for the late arrival of DJ Fuel. 


1.00am The first workshop I went to was 
on making your Christian Union real, and 
was led by Andy Noble. This ended up as 
more of a discussion group than a work- 
shop, which was unfortunate as many of 
those who attended wanted practical 
advice on running CU’s. The format was 
also a little bland for the time of day. 

2.00am The second workshop concerned 
getting the best out of the media, and was 
taken by Richard Thomas. This workshop 
stressed that the local media does in fact 


6.00am After dancing my socks off to the 
inspired mix of Fuel, the event ended with 
a final act of worship Communion with 
Bishop Richard. 

All In all, there were highs and lows to 
MAD and credit must be given to Andrew 
Gear for organising an event of this scale. 
However, I thought the event as a whole 
lacked consistency and coherency of aim 
and the one-to-one interaction necessary 
for ‘Make a Difference’ to really make a 
difference in young people’s lives. 



OUTH WORK 
iSSENTIALS 


k> you run a youth group in your 
hunch? Do you sometimes feel 
nsune or even downright terri- 
ed about some aspects of being a 
aluntary youth worker? Youth 
York Essentials is the new 
►iocesan youth work training 


programme aimed at helping 
volunteers in church youth work 
to improve the quality of what 
they do, whether they are involved 
in Pathfinder or Youth Fellowship 
groups or an open youth club. 
Effective Bible study, helping 
young people in crisis, putting 
together a youth work 
programme and safety are just 
some of the topics that will be 
covered. To find out more why 


not come to a taster evening. 

Come to a Taster Evening* 

Milton Keynes Wednesday, November 1 I, 
Church of Ovist theVine, Coffee Hal 1 
Chipping Norton November 12 
Methodist Church, West Street 
Abingdon November 1 1 The Upper 
Room. Christchurch, Northcourt Rd 
Reading November 1 9The Fowler 
Room, Earley St Peter's Church Centre, 
Church Road. 


Beaconsfield November 26, 
Fitzwilliams Centre, Windsor End. 
Wokingham November 30. St 
Sebastian's Centre, Nine Mile Ride. 
Witney December 2, St Mary's 

All evenings 8-9.30pm. It would 
be helpful if you could phone or 
e-mail Andrew Gear 0 1 865 
208253;youth 

officer@oxford.anglican.org 
Or why not just turn up! 


Shades of Glass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 


S3 

Reliance Bank Limited 

Have Faith In Us - 
We’ll Show You That We Care . . . 

Founded more than 1 00 years ago, Reliance 
Bank donates its profits to The Salvation Army 
to help in its ongoing work in the United 
Kingdom and world wide. 

The Bank is run by professionals and offers 
the services provided by a high street bank - 
but with the care and personal attention you 
would expect from well-trained and caring 
staff. 

Services include: 

• Current Accounts 

• Savings Accounts 

• Fixed Term Deposits 

• Travellers’ Cheques 

• Foreign Currency 

• Safe Custody 

• Personal Loans 

• Mortgages 

We are based in the City of London, in the 
shadow of St Paul’s, but you can pay in to your 
Reliance account through any convenient 
local high street bank and draw cash from it at 
any Midland Bank cash machine in the UK. 

Bank with Reliance - it is an easy way to 
make everyday banking work for you and for 
others. 

Put Your Faith In Us 

Reliance Bank Limited 

101 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4P 4EP 
Telephone: 0171 248 4128 
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( Whats On and Where to GcTj 




Clarendon String 
Quartet 

Weddings, 

Receptions, Parties, 

Conferences 
from Bach to Beatles 

01869 331273, 

01865 730749 





The Penn Club 
LONDON 

Long-established Quaker- 
based Club offers B&B in 
quiet comfortable 
surroundings. Located in Bloomsbury, 
ideally situated for theatres, close to 
British Museum. Facilities include 
reading room, secluded garden and 
evening meal service. 

Many single rooms available. 

21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 5JJ 
Tel: 0171 636 471 8 Fax: 0171 636 5516 


Alfred Brendel |Lesley Garrett Melly 



Glorious music. Great artists. 

For your free Music at Oxford concert brochure phone 01865 242865 



PLAYHOUSE 


Oxford's Traditional 1 the OXFORD 
Family Panto 1 — RKTJ 


J. HILL 

L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. 

Classical Guitar & Clarinet 
Folk & Blues Guitar & Theory 

24 Evans Lane, Oxford 

01865 375526 


"Spirituality for Today" 

An Explanation in the Context of Wells Cathedral 
20-23 May 1999 

These few days will be a residential experience in Wells and will 
comprise lectures and seminars in contemporary spirituality 
together with a concert and other events. Pa rticipants will attend 
the regular choral services of Wells Cathedral and the seminars and 
evening meals will take place in the medieval Vicars' Hall. 

A special excurfsion to Forde Abbey, originally a Cistercian 
foundation, is planned. 

Speakers include: 

Esther de Waal (Author of " The Way of Sympathy" etc) 

Canon Melvyn Matthews (Author of "Rediscovering Holiness" etc.) 

Different types of accommodation are available. 

A special brochure and application form for this residential event is available 
from: Wells Cathedral Offices, Chain Gate, Cathedral Green, Wells BA5 2UE 
Tel: 01749 674483 



AUTUMN PRAISE 

with: Dave Pope, Dave Foster, John Marshall, 
Gottfried, Osel-Mensah. Paul Lindsay. Rev Gilbert 
Kirby. Tim Buckley and other guests. 

Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool, Lancashire. 
November 16-20 , 1998. 

Join us for an autumn break with music, fellowship, 
Bible readings and plenty of time to relax. Enjoy 
great hospitality in very comfortable surroundings. 
Five days: Price £ 1 80 per person (£ 1 0 supplement 
per day for single) 

For more information and a booking form write to: 
Movement for World Evangelisation, Victoria House, 
Victoria Road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 5EX. 
Telephone: 0181 559 1180 Fax: 0181 502 9062 



CITY OF 

Oxford 

Orchestra 

Founded 1965 


Oxford's own professional Orchestra 

Thursday 19th November 8pm 
SHELDONIAN THEATRE 
From Bach to Barber 

BACH 

Suite No. 1 

HANDEL 

Water Music 

VIVALDI 

Cello Concerto 

BARBER 

Adagio for Strings 
Cello Peter Adams 
Director/Violin Roger Payne 

City of Oxford Orchestra, llcadington (24 hrs) (01865) 744457 
Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont Street (01865) 798600 V 
Posters sponsored by Kail Kwik Printing, Banbury. 


HOLIDAYS 1999 



Now you can 
choose to stay 
at any number 
of Christian 
hotels and 
Conference 
Centres in all 
parts of the 
UK and 
Europe. 


Acji 


UK 


<§> 


HOTELS 

4 Conferenc e Centre* 


Call today for your 
free brochure 

01604 

714265 

Quoting Ref DP 


HOLY LAND *399 budget 

trom *414 super budget 


Nov 24, 26, 29 Dec I, Jan 3, 12, 18, 21, 26 
Feb 2, 4. Groups 1/16 Free 
Throughout season from £4.99. Groups I / 1 0 Free 
All fully inclusive half board 

GROUPS WELCOME 

Also Rome, Fatima, Poland, Malta, Footsteps of St Paul. 
Free places available for groups. 


ROSARY PILGRIMAGE TRAVEL LTD 

12 Farleigh Crescent, The Lawns, Swindon, Wilts SN3 l JY 
Tel: 01793 422714 Fax: 01793 422715 AT0L m7 



The Salvation Army 

Sunbury Court Youth Centre 
Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex 

We have year round self-catering 
accommodation for up to 112 persons 

with recreational and study facilities in 
spacious grounds. 

Close to the motorway network and Heathrow. 
London, Windsor, Hampton Court and the 
Thames are local attractions. 

For further information call 01932 782196 

A REGISTERED CHARITY NO 459211 PROVIDING RESPITE 


GLENORCHY 
Centre 



unrounded by beautiful Derbyshire 
countryside. It offers self catering dor- 
mitory type accommodation for up to 
30 people. There are many places of 
Interest within easy reach. 

For further details contact: 

Mrs E. M. Butlln, Secretary, Glenorchy 
Centre, Wirfcsworth United Reformed 
Church, Coldwell Street, Wlrksworth, 
Derbyshire DE4 4FB 
Telephone: 01629 824323 
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‘Why not lead your ozvn fellowship or church? 
free p faces for fenders £250 for groups over 25 
Many years 
experience in tour 
organising 

for details : 

STWH 
TOITRS & tfoLKDjyys 

Him Chunk Centre, Lancaster %pad, Shrewsbury SJ1 SLL 

<Tel: 01743 460931 fa*: 01743 460932 

•Email: StarfManC@aol.comm 
Traveling Qroup Ltd. W&TA V7117 AEOL 1886 


l 'free places fc 

-f 


roups over 25 

u 


Large 3 bedroomed 2 
bathroomed house. Fully 
equipped, sleeps 6 
comfortably. 

Magnificent views across 
banana plantation to the sea. 
Private patio and verandah 
Now taking bookings for 
Winter '98 and Summer '99 

From £200 per week 

Phone John and Julie Nicholson 
for availability and brochure 

0121 353 3581 


HOST FAMILIES 

required for combined Homestay plus 
culture programme for short stay 
Japanese visitors. 

We are looking for families to host our visitors and offer 
English conversation study (TEFL or other teaching 
experience preferred) or learning activities such as cooking, 
flower arranging, gardening, sightseeing, knitting, antiques 
etc. Nice visitors and good remuneration. 

Contact Kelvin Fowler 

v 0121 687 8070 


Cornwall 

Coverack 

1m fishing village. 
Comfortable 2 bedroom 
bungalow, sleeps 4-6 and 
cosy 1 bedroom converted 
Forge, sleeps 2-4. Rural 
location in area of 
outstanding natural beauty, 
close to moors. 2 acre 
garden, superb cliff walks. 
Open all year. Heating/linen 
inlcuded. No pets. 

01326 280454 


Ideal for Conferences and Church 
or Youth Group Retreats 
Quiet Riverside Location 
on the Isle of Wight 

also curriculum based field study courses 
for schools at KS2 GCSE & A Level 

Medina Valley 


Tel. 01983 522195 Fax. 01983 825962 
Email: mvcentre@compuserve.com 


Allen Sturges Travel Ltd 


In Conjunction with DER Travel 


JOIN US FOR THIS UNIQUE 
2-CENTRE TRIP 

OBERAMMERGAU 2000 

and FUSCHL-AM-SEE, AUSTRIA 



Departing SUNDAY 10th 
SEPTEMBER 2000 


The Itinerary; 

Sunday 10th September 2000 

At Heathrow Airport we will check in 
for our Lufthansa Flight to Munich 
from where you will be transferred by 
private coach to the Hotel Mohrenwirt 
in Fuschl for your 7 night stay. 

Sunday 17th September 2000 

We transfer from Fuschl to 
Oberammergau by private coach to 
your accommodation in guest houses 
or Hotel Pension (group will be split 
over a number of guest houses). 
Evening meal at your accommodation. 


Monday 18th September 2000 

After breakfast transport will be 
provided to the Passion Play House 
for the full day’s performance of the 
Passion Play with a first class seat. 

Evening meal at your accommodation. 

Tuesday 19th September 2000 

After breakfast there will be some free 
time before you are transferred by 
private coach to Munich Airport for 
the flight back to London Heathrow. 


HOTEL MOHRENWIRT 

Fuschl-Am-See, Austria. 

Our accommodation will be at the 
Hotel Mohrenwirt, an excellent 
traditional family run medium class 
hotel in the village centre. The interior 
has been modernised without losing its 
typical Austrian style. All rooms have 
private facilities, TV, telephone, radio 
and hairdryer. Meals - buffet breakfast 
and 4 course dinner with a choice of 
menu. The hotel has its own bathing 
beach, whirlpool, sauna, solarium, 
restaurant and bar. 


The Holiday Includes: 

• Economy Class Flights on Lufthansa • 
Coach transfers throughout • 7 nights at Hotel 
Mohrenwirt • Rooms on a half board basis • 

2 nights in guest house or Hotel Pension in 
Oberammergau based on two persons sharing 

• Half board • First class seat for Passion 
Play performance with lunch, transfers and 
Passion Play script • Airport taxes • Fully 
escorted. 

EXTRAS: 

Sterling Travel Insurance - £25.97 per person 
Single Room Supplements (prices on request) 


ijiiKi For Further details, please contact: 

Allen Sturges Travel, 11 The Russell Centre 
ABIaI Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1QY 
57155 Tel. (01525) 718989 Fax. (01525) 714246 
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Second chance for ex-offenders 


L angley House Trust is a national Christian 
charity which was set up 40 years ago to 
help reduce crime by offering care and 
rehabilitation to homeless ex-offenders. It 
aims to respond to the love of God in Christ 
and the needs of ex-offenders by managing 
residential communities and other projects 
which help re-settle prison-leavers into the 
community. 

Each year over 400 people who have been 
released from prisons or courts live for a time 
in one of the Trust’s projects. The projects are 
staffed by experienced people who provide a 
stable environment where the residents can 
build up their self-confidence and learn to re- 
integrate with society. 

Fresh-Start Projects, like The Chalet in 
Reading, help residents find and keep local 
employment . The Drug Rehabilitation Centres 
specialise in helping people overcome drug 


addiction through a structured daily routine 
with a high commitment to individual coun- 
selling and group discussion. 

Residential Care and Training Centres cater 
for people who are particularly prone to re- 
offending. The residents are offered courses 
in horticulture, printing and carpentry. 

Langley House Trust is today the largest 
organisation of its kind, and operates 20 pro- 
jects throughout England. The work of the 
Trust is recognised by the Home Office in the 
form of a grant, however the work would not 
be possible without the help and support of 
the Church. Not every resident is a success 
but many have found a new way of living, not 
only free from crime but also a new and more 
purposeful way of life. 

Paul Langley 

For further information contact Paul Langley, Langley 
House Trust, PO Box 181, Witney, Oxon 0X8 6WD. 


The Church has been 
involved in the care and 
support of prisoners for 
many years.These are 
just three examples of 
the good work being 
done in this Diocese 


Prisoners’ 

Week 

November 

15-21 



Cooking for the community: a resi- 
dent at one of Langley House Trust’s 
projects is made to feel at home 


Tea and child care with the Mothers’ Union 


The Mothers’ Union is involved in making 
life easier for prisoners and their families at 
both Bullingdon Prison in Bicester and the 
Young Offender’s Remand Centre in Reading. 
At Bullingdon volunteers help run the tea 
bar at the Visitors* Centre and try to make 
the atmosphere as welcoming and relaxed as 
possible. When the play area in the visiting 
hall is operational, MU volunteers help with 
this too. Volunteers also help run the creche 
in the visitors waiting area at the Reading 
Remand Centre. 

Mothers’ Union branches throughout the 
Diocese have supported both these schemes; 
for example, one donated Easter eggs for all 
the children visiting Reading, while another 
sent pencils, paper and crayons for child visi- 
tors at Bullingdon. Toys and money to buy 


larger items have also been donated. 

The Mothers’ Union is involved with fami- 
lies affected by imprisonment in over 30 
other dioceses where they help in a variety 
of ways. There are actually MU branches in 
three women’s prisons. On release, these MU 
members are supported as they take up their 
life outside prison again with their families. 
Although most of the people involved in 
prison work are MU members, not all are. If 
you would like to join us, or would like one 
of our prayer leaflets to help you pray for 
those involved, please contact Primrose 
Gallimore on 01525 240302. 

Primrose Gallimore 

Primrose Gallimore is Action and Outreach Co-ordinator 
for the Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Oxford 



A few months ago a group of people from Barley Hill Church in 
Thame went behind bars to help lads at the Himtercombe Young 
Offenders Institution near Nettlebed fill envelopes for an Alpha 
mailing. Spending the morning with these young men gave us an 
opportunity to ‘gossip the gospel’ and tell them how Jesus Christ 
has made a difference in our lives. 

One of the lads had been sentenced to 15 years* imprisonment, and 
unless he can deal with the resentment he feels about his sen- 
tence, there is every chance that he will return to crime as soon as 
he is released. Hearing his story, you realise how it could so easily 
have been one of your own children who got into the same sort of 
trouble, merely because of a brawl that went horribly wrong. 
Members of Barley Hill Church have been visiting the prison for a 
number of years now and like to support the chaplain, Geoff 
Philips, at one or other of his two Sunday services. He hoped that 
by getting the lads involved in an Alpha mailing, he would get 
them interested in the course itself. Please pray for him and for all 
who visit Huntercombe. 

Angela Willson 

Angela Willson is churchwarden of Barley Hill Church in Thame 



The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian 
Church and medicine . 

Contact: Rev'd. Denis Brazell, 

Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 0AP 

01420 478121 



mis 


STOirs 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 

celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


THE CATHOLIC 
STUDY CIRCLE 
FOR ANIMAL 
WELFARE 

Help us to fighl against the abuse of the 
non human creation through prayer and 
reading our triannual publication THE 
ARK. interdenominational and with a 
world-wide circulation 
Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK (p&p inc) 

39 ONSLOW GARDENS, SOUTH WOODFORD, 
LONDON E18 1ND. Telephone (0181) 989 0478 
A CATHOLIC CHARITY TO FIGHT ABUSE OF ANIMALS NO 291022 



ii 


PRISON A CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP TO PRISONS 


ENGLAND AND WALES 

Prison Fellowship Volunteers 

aim to show the love of Christ to prisoners, 
ex-offenders and their families. 

If you would like to know more about Prison 
Fellowship, please telephone: 

01621 843232 or write to: 

PO Box 945 Maldon, Essex CM9 4EW 


Your support can 

change lives 


By providing accommodation, support, care and rehabilitation, 
prison leavers are helped to sort out their lives and move on to 
crime-free independence. 

Your support can change peoples lives for the better, helping individuals 
and at the same time actively reducing crime by rehabilitating the 
offender. 


for the better 


For an information pack write to: 

Paul Langley, The Langley House Trust 
FREEPOST, PO Box 181, Witney, Oxon. 0X8 6YG 

Registered Charity no. 290059 


AUTOSAVE - THE BEST 

WAY TO BUY YOUR NEXT CAR 


Unique suppliers to schools, churches, charities and now church members 

( NEW OR USED, AT SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 

In the last 15 years Autosave has continued to develop 
its special scheme achieving the best possible 
prices for our wide range of clients including 
churches, schools and numerous leading charities. 

These special prices are now available to church 
members as well. 

LATEST RANGE OF 
MINI-BUSES 

Autosave’s commercial minibus department 
is able to offer an extensive range of new and 
second hand vehicles. 




USED CAR LOCATION SCHEME 



FREE of CHARGE Autosave will scan the car market for a 
vehicle to your specification. We have access to huge stocks of 
1990 onwards registered vehicles including very high quality ex- 
demonstration cars. 


( WE PRO/WSE THE BEST SERVICE ) 


Every need catered for, from small 
economical models to prestige 
marques and people carriers 


• Inspections up to 
AA/RAC standard 

9 Ip to 36 months warranty 
with the RAC 

• Competitive insurance cover 


• Your old car in part-exchange 

• Free delivery nationwide - to 
pur door 

• Competitive finance and 
leasing rates 


HAVING DIFFICULTY SELLING YOUR OLD CAR? 

autosave will give you a telephone valuation and if it is acceptable 
we will collect vour car free of charge from anvwhere in the I K 

autosave n 


Call today for your FREE 
Motor Information Pack 


| Address 


ivy House, The Dale, Rac 

Sheffield S8 OPS Fix; 01 1-4 255 -*9+9 Aftercare Warranty 


Tel:. 


TeL 0114 255 4040 


X Freepost - no stamp needed 

I Autosave. FREEPOST. Ivy House. ITie I Vale. 
Sheffield SHOPG 
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Bible Studies j or Schools 
and Church (groups 
;Also as individual 
CZorre.sponde.nce. Courses 
Suitable for children, eight and over. 

For FREE catalogue please phone or fax for details 


C'arlett Boulevard, Fast ham. Wirral, 
Merseyside 1.62 XWA 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1502 


Oxford Science and Mathematics Tutors 

GET THOSE 
GRADES! 

Experienced Graduates offer expert tuition 
retake classes, after-school tutorials etc. 
Chemistry, Physics, Biology and Maths 
GCSE/A-Level 

Telephone: 

Oxford 01865 202254 


" Christmas comes but once a year, So 
therefore book your luncheon here" 

The Oxford Centre is the venue, 

For that Special Christmas Menu " 

To make your booking just call 
Robin or David on 

01865 554719 

We also have one evening 21 December 

AVAILABLE FOR AN EXTRA SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PARTT 

Don't delay call The Oxford Centre 
now for your Christmas Party 



SHERBORNE 


SCHOOL 


FOR GIRLS 


The School is a 
Charitable Trust 
for the purpose 
of educating 
girts No. 307427 


A boarding and day school for 

girls from 11 to 18 

One of the leading girls' schools in 

the United Kingdom 

• Outstanding academic 
results 

• In the top 100 schools in the 
UK for 6 years (FT 1000 
index) 

• Entry at 11 +, 12+, 13+ and 
Sixth Form 

• Day and Boarding places 
available 

Telephone: 01935 818287 

SHERBORNE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 

Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 3QN. 

URL: 

http://www.compulink.co.uk-/~ssg/ 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES 


Dyslexia - A Physical Problem? 

Do you know why your, otherwise intelligent, child can have difficulties with reading and writing? Is 
reading hard work because they keep losing their place? Do they press on so hard when writing that they 
get a hand and arm ache? 

There may be a reason for this which can be corrected - a reason which has nothing to do with mental 
ability but is purely physical. 

At birth every baby has a system of Primitive reflexes which have a part to play in development but then 
have to be inhibited in order to let the Adult reflexes take their place. If the Primitive reflexes are not 
inhibited then the Adult reflexes develop correctly and this is known as Neuro-develop-mental Delay. Such 
a Delay can be a cause of difficulty in reading, writing, spelling, number, an inability to sit still, lack of 

concen-tration, extreme tiredness after a day at 
Ischool. 


Leaving school or college next 
summer? 

Looking for something a bit different? 

The Berkshire College of Agriculture offers a 
range of programmes in the following areas: 

■ Land & Countryside Studies 

■ Marine Engineering 

■ Agriculture 

■ Agricultural Engineerng 

■ Floristry 

■ Horticultural Engineering 

■ Horticulture 
Landscape Design 
Veterinary Nursing 
Animal Care 
Greenkeeping 
Horse Studies<- 
Child Care 


Daily transport service I 

from local towns and | 

mainline stations | 

• Excellent facilities 

• Friendly professional staff 1 

• Residential 

accommodation I 

• Easily accessible via ■ Arboriculture & Woodland Management 

M 4/M 40 motorways p| u# HNDs in: 

■ Animal Studies with Management 

■ Equine Studies with Management 

Careers & Information Day Saturday 28th November 1998, lOam-lpm 
Contact Student Administration, Berkshire College of Agriculture, Hall Place, Burchetts 
Green, Miadenhead SL6 6QR Tel: 01628 824444 Fax: 01628 824695 
Email: enquiries^ boa. mplc/. co.uk. Quality training for leisure and landbased industries 


Enabling Disabled people through Information Technology 

Interested in Computers? 

FREE Computer Training 
for Disabled People 
RECRUITING NOW 

|i/ Training to National Vocational Qualification (NVQs) at 
levels 1-3 

✓ Learn the latest Windows Software 

✓ Small groups and a friendly environment 

✓ Self-learning and expert tutor support 

✓ Guaranteed sole use of a computer 

✓ Centre-Based or Distance Learning 
Don't wait - start to improve your job 
prospects NOW 

For information and details of 
eligibility, phone us: 

01865 396000 in partnership with 


♦ 

COLLIQI 


This delay can 
inow be 

remediated by a 
H o m e 
Programme of 
specially con- 
structed move- 
ments. The 
Primitive reflexes 
are inhibited, the 
Adult reflexes 
develop correctly, 
many of the 
difficulties 
experienced are 
removed and the 
child finds 

reading much 
more enjoyable 
because it is no 
longer hard work, 
writing is easier 
and instead of a 
few scrappy lines 
paragraphs and 
full pages are 
produced. 

Centre for Neuro- 
developmental 
Delay 01280 
813658. 


‘Debbie s School of Dance & fitness 

A Established 8 years 

Children's Tap & Ballet for 3-12 years 
Every Saturday at Freeland Village Hall 
Between 10.30am and 1.30pm 
! also 

Adults Aerobics & Body Conditioning Classes for all 

t ages from 7-8pm 

Monday s: The Moorland Centre, Dark Lane, 
Witney 

T uesdays: Yarnton Village Hall 
Jor more information, phone CDeBBie on 01993 771858 


HOUSE SCHOOL 

Moulsford. Wall ingford 
This independent school for girls aged 3-16 
and boys aged 3-7 wishes to appoint a part-time 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN AND/OR 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES TEACHER 

The school has a strong Christian tradition 
and is affiliated to the Church of England. 
The post, which falls vacant on 1st January, 
is for approximately 2 mornings per week 
and involves teaching religious studies to 
senior girls (as a non-examination subject) 
The successful applicant will also liaise with 
the Headmistress over assemblies and 
church services. In addition there is a signif- 
icant role to play in the pastoral care pro- 
gramme of the school. 

The person appointed need not necessarily 
have qualified teacher status but should be 
an effective communicator and interested in 
young people. The post may suit a non- 
stipendiary minister or someone currently 
training, but lay applicants should not be 
deterred from applying. 

Letters of application should be sent to: 
Mrs Alison Gray B.Sc., 
Headmistress, Cranford House 
School, Moulsford, 
nr Wallingford, 0X10 9HT 
Tel: 01491 651218 
Initial enquiries by telephone will be welcomed 


Could you offer a home-from-home? 
We are urgently looking for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education experts Gabbitas have been providing 
high quality guardianship services for overseas students from 8 to 18 years 
of age attending boarding schools in the UK. We are currently looking for 
some local families who would be able to take an overseas student who is 
at school here and a long way from home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home-from-home to 
an overseas student. Could you give support, encouragement and 
friendship? Would you enjoy attending school events featuring your 
student and liaising with school staff over arrangements for half-term and 
extra weekends? Most of all, are you and your family able to provide a safe 
and secure break from school and be flexible enough to become a second 
family to one of our students? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian, please phone Jill 
Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or any member of her team during office 
hours. 

GABBITAS (Educational Consultants) 

126-130 Regent Street, London W1R 6EE 
Tel: 0171-734 0161/ Fax: 0171-437 1764 


OXFORD 

College of Marketing 

As an independent provider, Oxford 
College of Marketing will be able to 
draw on the expertise and resources of 
the Oxford Brookes Business School. 
The College will also provide short 
courses training and consultancy. These 
courses will also be of interest to stu- 
dents who would like to take their pro- 
fessional qualifications while still at 
University. 

These flexible courses, at Oxford 
Brookes particularly at the weekends, 
are a positive advantage to students, 
many of whom are working in full-time 
jobs and are unable to manage evening 
classes. 

For further details contact 

Rose Phipps on 01865 515255 

Email: rosiephipps@msn.com 



•SchooV 


For the 
Dyslexic Child 

Aged 6-12 

Full Time Specialist 
Teaching 


Daily Individual 
Tuition 


National Curriculum Followed 


Situated in delightful setting at 

Stroud Court, Farmoor 

Tel: 01865 881820 

Registered Charity No. 1070807. 
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Going to church 
diminishes faith! 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: 
CHURCH LEAVING AND 
RETURNING by Philip Richter and 
Leslie j Francis. DLT £ 1 0.95 

We concentrate so much on why people 
don’t join the Church that we forget to ask 
why they leave. That, at least, is the con- 
tention of Philip Richter and Leslie Francis, 
who spent a year researching this question. 
The result makes for very interesting reading. 

I very much agree with John Finney’s 
complaint in his foreword that, with a 
combined budget of at least £500,000,000, 
the churches of England spend no more 
than a fraction on research to discover how 
they are doing, what could be improved 
and what should be avoided. So I 
approached this little paperback with con- 
siderable excitement. But I found myself 
getting more and more irritated as I read 
it. I wanted to read the transcripts of the 
interviews with church-leavers for myself. 
Instead I was being spoon-fed, and organ- 
ised into the researchers’ own viewpoint. I 
was reading an interpretation, albeit a 
first-hand interpretation. 

But there is some chilling stuff. We are 
told that church-leavers who are least likely 
to return will have left for one of six main 
reasons. The first concerns the quest for 
personal authenticity. These are the people 
who say that they could not keep going to 
church and be true to themselves. The sec- 
ond concerns loss of faith (p 139). That 
raises big questions about our ability to 
allow people the freedom to grow and 
develop in faith without constraints, and 
rings huge personal bells. I too have strug- 
gled with the issue of personal 
authenticity, especially when I experience 
the rejection of my brothers and sisters 
over issues of sexuality. 

Least convincing was an attempt to 
squeeze the data into six stages of ‘decon- 
version’. It was all a bit too trite - stage one 
of deconversion may be a crisis of belief. 
But it may also be the issue of personal 
authenticity noted above. This chapter sim- 
ply didn’t work for me. 

Despite these minor irritations, I would 
want to keep this valuable book accessible 
on my bookshelf, but only after I had read 
it during the period I set aside for prayerful 
reading after morning prayers. It is a book 
that needs to be prayed over, not primarily 
for the lost sheep of the house of Israel, but 
for myself, that I might learn to be more 
sensitive to the needs and faith of others. 

Richard Thomas 

The Revd Richard Thomas is the Diocesan 
Communications Officer 


THE SOWER, 
MRS NOAH 
AND A A 
DENTIST 








‘And Mrs Noah said: 'My husband is a scatterbrain. 
What’s a little drop of rain? Frankly, sailing makes me 
sick, And boating types get on my wick*. This collec- 
tion of plays, rhymes and parables for children aged 8- 
1 3 will be a delight in schools and churches. The 
Sower, Mrs Noah and a Dentist by the Revd Canon 
Brian Mountford, vicar of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford, 
is published byTufton Books at £9.99. 


2000 years of inspiration 

THE MASTER HAUNTER, an illustrated 
anthology of poetry about Jesus, compiled by 
David Winter (Lion, £ 1 6.99) includes: 

THAT HOLY THING 

They were all looking for a king 
To slay their foes and lift them high 
Thou cam’st, a little baby thing 
That made a woman cry. 

O Son of Man, to right my lot 
Naught but Thy presence can avail; 

Yet on the road Thy wheels are not, 

Nor on the sea Thy sail! 

My how or when Thou wilt not heed, 

But come down Thine own secret stair, 

That Thou mayst answer all my need - 
Yea, every bygone prayer. 

George MacDonald (1824 - 1905) 


Journey through world religions 

THE EXPLORER’S GUIDE TO CHRISTIANITY by Marcus 


Braybrooke. Hodder & Stoughton 

In his book, Marcus Braybrooke, 
who writes from the standpoint of J 
a Church of England parish priest, 
aims to show how both Christian 
belief and practice flow from the 
living experience of God’s forgiving 
love in Jesus Christ. He introduces 
St Paul and St Augustine, Luther, 
Wesley, Sadhu Sundar Singh and 
Mother Teresa who all met with the 
living God through a personal life- 
changing encounter with Jesus. 

The book is a kaleidoscope of 
Christian faith, life and history. The 
author recognises the great variety 
of beliefs and practices in 
Christianity, and offers a mine of 
fascinating information, beginning 
with the relationship between the 
Jesus of history and the Christ of 
faith and the claims Christians 
make. 

This is followed by a chapter on 
God the Creator, God in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, issues concerning the 
problem of evil and suffering and a 
loving God .We then turn to the his- 
tory of Christianity, a story of 
continuity and change amongst the 
many different churches and 
denominations in the world and 


£8.99 

the rise of Islam. 

This is followed by discussions on 
the life and practice of Christians 
and how faith in Jesus affects the 
way a disciple lives. ‘There are signs 
of a new dawn, as people of faith 
are renewed in their spiritual life 
and engage more actively with the 
problems and suffering of the 
world,’ says the author. Marcus 
Braybrooke’s interest and experi- 
ences in other faiths is reflected 
throughout the book: ‘I still hope 
that the Church will become more 
open to intellectual enquiry, more 
willing to seek not only Christian 
unity but fellowship with other 
faiths and more closely engage 
with the critical issues of today’s 
world,’ he writes. 

This book has been researched in 
great detail and is a valuable 
resource for study or just as a good 
read, though as Marcus Braybrooke 
says, ‘I hope the reader will pass 
beyond the words to appreciate the 
reality to which they point’. It 
makes a compelling read. 

Celia Humphreys 
Celia Humphreys is a Reader at St Mary 
Magdalene's in Woodstock 


Unravelling a holy paradox 

CHRISTOLOGY REVISITED by John Macquarrie. SCM £9.95 

The first Christians understood Jesus in Jewish terms as the anointed 
Messiah, whereas the fourth century Creed says more philosophically he 
was ‘of one Being with the Father’, but what is the meaning of Jesus for us 
today? Old metaphors can easily lose their piquancy for modern people. 
But will new, accessible language end up in a dangerous relativism that 
leaves Jesus as no more than a marginal Jew? 

This is the starting point of this beautifully clear book in which local 
author John Macquarrie explores the paradox of Jesus’ humanity and 
divinity. He traces the theological swings between the extremes of ‘adop- 
tionism’, which claims that God adopted a man to reveal his purposes and 
‘docetism’, which claims that Jesus was God and only seemed to be a man. 

Macquarrie suggests that in the course of Christian history Jesus’ 
humanity has been neglected in favour of the ‘Christ of faith’ or even of 
the ‘pre-existent Word of God’. He wants firmly to re- establish Jesus’ gen- 
uine humanity, but at the same time to emphasise that he is something 
more - a something that is hard to define, but which must be the inner 
reality of Jesus. 

There is a chapter on how we know Jesus, and a final essay on how we 
might understand Jesus as the universal Christ, who is in all and through 
all, or as Pascal said, ‘the centre towards everything tends’. 

Although at times testing, this is a very readable book on one of the 
most basic theological questions we are likely to encounter in our search 
for God. Who is Jesus? The doctrinal answer is still developing. 

Brian Mountford 

Canon Brian Mountford is vicar of The University Church of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford 
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New 

Daily Bible Readings 


365 Dally Readings 
26 Readings for 
Special Occasions 


with a difference! 



Dally readings from the Bible com- 
piled by an ex-missionary to meet 
the need for a teaching and devo- 
tional role in private and family 
prayers, fellowship meetings and 
teaching ministries. 

Especially suitable for those with 
little knowledge of the Bible and 
for Christians with little training 
but in leadership positions in 
those parts of the world where 
there are few Bible aids. 


£8.95 from booksellers ISBN 1 901566 01 3 


If ordered direct 1 copy 110 Including p&p. More than one copy, post free. 
Special offer 12 copies In factory-sealed plastic packing sent to an Indi- 
vidual Church. Bible School or bookshop, to Europe £00. or to anywhere 
In the world, maximum £120. Including p & p. 

Apologia Publications 

5 St Matthew’s Road Winchester Hampshire S0226BX 
Tel/Fax 01962-856125 


Essential Resources for the 
New Christian Year 

Advent 1998 to Advent 1999 

This handy compilation presents the 
recommended Common Worship lectionary 
readings, collects and post communion prayers 
for Sundays and Principal Festivals for the 
year between Advent 1998 and Advent 1999. 

It is produced in an attractive and easy-to-use 
two-colour format. £5.00 ISBN 0 71513817 0 
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Worship through 
the Christian Year 

All-age resources for the three-year lectionary 
i - Year A 

Edited by Diana Murrie and Hamish Bruce. 
This is ideal for those who have moved to 
the new Common Worship lectionary and it 

I provides a wealth of all-age material for 
weekly worship. All the Principal Sunday 
services in Year A of the lectionary are 
covered. £13.95 ISBN 0 7151 4903 2 


Seasons and Saints 
for the Christian Year 

Resources for celebrating the three-year 
lectionary with children 
Nicola and Stuart Currie 
Full of ’instant' ideas which can be adapted I 
to a local situation with the minimum of J 
preparation, this book includes chapters on 
the major festivals of the Christian year, 
some well-known saints' days, and a 
selection of the 'new names' in the 
lectionary. £12.95 ISBN 0 7151 4901 






The titles mentioned above are 
available from all good bookshops. In 
case of difficulty, contact us direct on: 

Tel: 0171 340 0276; Fax: 0171 340 0278; 
or E-mail: sales@chb.u-net.oom 


a 


CHURCH HOUSE 

PUBLISHING 


BOOK TO 
PUBLISH? 

An exceptional service 
at competitive rates. 
Samples available. 

Phone Silver Fish 
Publishing 

0181 960 8224 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious Poetry, Children's 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3DQ 



St Andrew’s Bookshops 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


| Branches at: 
| Great Missenden 
- Maidenhead 
I Wolverton 
| St Clements & 

• St Ebbes, Oxford 
I Reading 
| Witney 
^^okingham 



Tel: 01494 862168 
Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 


Tel: 0118 9776715j 
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Tyndale Baptist Church 
Clifton, Bristol 

require an 

ORGANIST 

36 Sundays per year 
playing morning services. 

Some evenings and weekly 
choir practice. 

Opportunity to share 
indirection of the choir 
Well maintained to manual 
Rushworth and Dreaper organ 
Strong musical traditional with 
variety of styles 
Salary £1,050 per annum 
Details from: Rev. Robert Ellis 
41 Upper Cranbrook Road, Bristol BS6 7UR 
Tel: 0117 924 8953 


CHALFONT BOOKBINDERS 

24 hour Thesis-Journals 
Quality Binding - Library Books 
Short Publishers Runs 
High Quality Printing 
Shrink-Wrapping and Packing 
Chalfont Centre for Epilepsy 
Chalfont St Peter 
(01494) 601423 



Advertisement 

Chinese Herbs End 
Berkshire Couple’s 
Pain and Misery 

Retired Berkshire couple. Ruth and Leslie Bainton. explained 
how a Chinese herbal remedy changed their quality of life. 

Three years ago. Ruth was diagnosed with arthritis of the hip 
and was in extreme pain. 

“1 loved going into town regularly, but soon found that the 
arthritis deteriorated to a point where I was unable to walk more 
than a short distance and could no longer lift my right leg. Having 
always been actively involved in running a charity and with three 
young grandchildren, it became increasingly more difficult to cope 
with the constant pain.” 

After taking the herbal blend for two months, the pain had 
greatly reduced and she could walk much better 

At the end of three months she was literally able to run up and 
down the stairs and complete a five mile organised walk! 

Her husband. Leslie, who has suffered w ith acute hay fever all 
his life, found to his amazement that in only six months of taking 
the health drink he had complete relief. 

“I can now' spend time gardening, which I enjoy, without the 
constant misery associated with the symptoms that acute hay fever 
brings. I was convinced that after years of taking prescription pills 
and injections without effect, nothing could relieve my suffering. I 
have now been free of all symptoms for the last two summers.” 

The owner of the Company which supplies this product said: 

“We have many customers who have benefited greatly from 
various other symptoms including PMT. eczema, asthma, 
psoriasis, irritable bowel, stress, insomnia, migraine and many 
more.” 

Animals have also benefitted from this product. 

“It is a 100% natural, energy-boosting, long-term health 
product which helps to detoxify the body and boost the immune 
system and balance the body. It is a great long-term health product. 
So many of the health problems we suffer from today are caused 
by poor nutrition, stress and pollution. This herbal blend was 
formulated by one of the world’s foremost experts in Chinese 
herbal remedies to counteract these effects of modem living." 

For further information, call 0118 901 2514. 


PHLEXICARE 

Suppliers and Installers 
of healthcare equipment 


WE CAN SUPPLY 
AND FIT - OR 
SUPPLY AND SIMPLY 
ADAPT TO SUIT 
YOUR INDIVIDUAL 
NEEDS 

For a range of: 

• BATHROOMS • 

• KITCHENS • 

• HOISTS • 

• LIFTS • 


Please phone tor our FREE FULL 
COLOUR 130 PAGE BROCHURE NOW ON 

0171 426 0662 

£or more information 



/I ESTIOAJ or C/l KIAJG 

AQUASPRAY 2000 

Specialist Bathroom Installers 


Accidents, 
illness or age can 
make bath-time 
difficult, painful 
or • near 
impossible. The 
walk-in bath 
offers a simple, 
economic 
answer to many 
peoples needs. 


Hoist. bath 
chairs, bath belts 
and specialised 
showers offer a 
temporary 
solution, but are 
often more 
expensive than a 
walk-in bath and 
far less 

enjoyable. 


Help for the ELDERLY 
and DISABLED In 
Oxford City 

• Community alarm scheme 

• 24 hour help on call - 365 days a year 

• Safety, security and independence 

• Fully trained, friendly staff 

• Local control centre 

For further details , telephone: 

Oxford City Council 
Control Centre , 
on Oxford 

( 01865 ) 742138 



OXFORD 

CITY 

COUNCIL 


HAVE YOU MADE " 
YOUR WILL YET? 

We offer a professional 
will service by post for 

£25 inclusive of VAT 

Send or ring for FREE information pack. 

R.D. EDWARDS 
MORGAN & JAMES 

SOLICITORS 
21 Mansel Street 
Swansea SAi 5SG 
^FREEPHONE 0800 0520 12q / 


Ipx 

(C/^reiBND$ 


A Charity providing wide ranging support for elderly people 

THE OLD VICARAGE - MOULSFORD, 
OXFORDSHIRE 

A New Purpose Built Nursing, Residential and EMI Home 
We are Re-opening in October ‘98. We have successfully recruited new staff 
And we still require the following people: 

REGISTERED NURSES 
HEALTH CARE ASSISTANTS 
full/part-time, days/nights 
ACTIVITY CO-ORDINATORS 
Job Share - 42 hours per week 
DOMESTICS 

To work on a rota. 

Benefits include: Competitive salary, generous holidays, sick pay scheme, permanent 
contracts, possible accommodation, pension scheme available. 

If you are interested in applying, application forms and job descriptions can be obtained from: 
Linda Kawycz, Recruitment and Training Manager, Friends of the Elderly, 42 Ebury Street, 
London SW1W OLZ Tel. 0171 730 8263 

Working towards Equality : Charity Number 226064 




ACE is a remarkable new machine which 
provides effective pain relief from the agony 
of arthritis. At long last there is an alternative 
to a life of pain killing drugs. The Arthritis 
Care Electronic (ACE) is a brand new product 
which actually slows down the degenerative 
effects of the disease; thus mobility and 
quality of life can be improved. 

For these reasons the Horder Clinic Centre of Excellent for 
the treatment of Arthritis, are now trialling ACE on a 
selection of their patients. 

New Technology 

ACE runs from a 9v battery and is therefore extremely safe. 
However, ACE is a significant advance on TENS machines 
which are frequently used to provide pain relief for arthritis 
patients. Whilst TENS only mask the pain temporarily, ACE 
actually aids the healing process, providing reduction in 
swelling, sustained pain relief and increased mobility. 

How ACE can help 

Excellent results have been achieved on 
osteoporosis, polio, tetraplegic and stroke victims. Jo Joynt 
of Microleve International explains, "It doesn't matter what 
the problem is or whether it is acute or chronic, the body 
always responds in the same way by going into protection 
mode. ACE works by taking the body out of protection mode 


and putting it into healing mode." 

Clinical Trials 

In 1995, Microleve ran clinical trials in the USA on 
osteoarthritis of the knee using ACE. Results were extremely 
good: 

• 88% of patients reported less pain 

• 70% of patients experienced a significant reduction in 
swelling 

• 64% of patients experienced increased joint mobility 

Rodney Marsh, the former England footballer suffers with 

arthritis of the knees, he was quoted in the Daily Mail as 
saying: "A doctor in the US put me on anti-inflammatory 
drugs, but it was only when a Wimbledon FC 
physiotherapist suggested I try the ace machine that the 
condition improved dramatically." 

The wealth of personal recommendations for ACE go on 
and on. 

Mr A. Pickford of Liverpool, an arthritis sufferer, was given 
a machine by his daughter, he explains: "I was quite 
sceptical at first but my daughter kept nagging me and since 
the only alternative was major surgery, I gave it a go. 

"After using ACE for two weeks, I discarded my walking 
stick and cut right down on painkillers, by six weeks I was 
pain free without any drugs. 

A personal ACE unit can be purchased for a parent 
or for oneself for as little as £199 from Microleve on 
a 28 day money back guarantee. 

For further information and a free video , please call 

01932 853000 


Nothing is easier, 
you simply step 
in. close the 
door, sit down 
and fill the bath. 
The therm- 
ostatic mixer and 
quickfill system 
rapidly fills the 
bath to your 
chosen temp- 
erature and 
comfort level 
and when you 
have finished the 


twin drains 
empty the bath 
just as quick. 
Ring our 

Freephone 
number for a 
brochure, or we 
can bring a full 
size bath to your’ 
home to see and 
try for size. 
Aquaspray 
Freephone 08QQ 
3890898. 


EASY BATHING 



• Safe, easy comfortable 

• Any colour 

• 3 seat heights 

• Expertly fitted in a day 

• 16 Jet Spa option 


Colour brochure 


please ring 


0800 3890898 


sstoexus 



CLINICAL TRIALS 


Do you suffer from 
migraine attacks? 

The Reading Clinical Research centre is performing a 
clinical trial at The Mansion, Berkshire Independent 
Hospital, Reading, to study a new treatment for the relief 
of migraine attacks. 

If you are aged between 18 and 65 years, and suffer from 
migraine attacks, then you could be eligible to help us in 
our research. 

The study would involve treatment of migraine attacks 
and you would be in the study for up to 6 months. We 
would ask you to have an ECG (to monitor heart 
rhythms). 

If you think you may like to take part or are interested in 
learning more, please contact one of our nurses, in 
confidence, on: 01189 597 201 


^E SyNExUS 

IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME 

CLINICAL TRIALS 

Have you been diagnosed as suffering from 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome? 

Or, do you think you may be suffering from 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome? 

The Reading Clinical Research centre is performing a 
clinical trial at The Mansion, Berkshire Independent 
Hospital, to study a new treatment for the relief of Irritable 
Bowel Syndrome. 

If you are a woman oyer 18 years, and are suffering from 
the symptoms of Irritable Bowel Syndrome, then you could 
be eligible to help us in our research. 

The study would involve treatment of the condition and you 
would bp in the study for up to 18 weeks. We would ask 
you to have a physical examination as well as 
gastrointestinal tests. If these have not been performed 
within the last 5 years. 

If you think you may like to take part or are interested in 
learning more, please contact one of our nurses, in 
confidence, on: 01189 597 201 
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What is IWENCAP Visitors Service? 


MVS is a personal 
visiting service 
which monitors the 
care and welfare of a 
person with a learn- 
ing disability. The 
Service was created 
in 1963, in answer 
to the question 
which greatly trou- 
bles parents of sons 
or daughters with a 
learning disability, 
namely “Who will 
look out for my 
son/daughter when I 
am no longer there 
to do it myself?” 
The aim of the 
Service is to provide 
a regular personal 
visitor after the par- 
ents have died. 
Some beneficiaries 
may have ongoing 
contact with other 
family, but many 
have no one left to 
visit them - and very 
limited social con- 
tacts. 

What does it 


mean to be an 
MVS Volunteer 
Visitor? 

It means befriending 
an individual, 
watching out for his 
or her welfare. 
Visitors are expect- 
ed to make monthly 
(more if possible) 
visits, and, as the 
friendship develops, 
these visits can 
become outings. For 
example going out 
for a meal, perhaps a 
trip to the Theatre or 
a picnic in summer. 
Shopping trips, a 
wander round a gar- 
den centre - easy for 
us, but difficult if 
you do not have the 
ability or mobility to 
act independently. 

What will it 
cost you? 

Time! All Visitors 
expenses are met by 
Mencap, all we ask 
in return is a reason- 
able long term com- 



Wanted 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

to sort and sell clothes in our Menswear 
department at the Sue Ryder Home, 
Nettlebed. 

If interested please contact Shirley 
Brakspear on 01491 641384 





mitment to the 
Service and, more 
importantly, to the 
individual you visit. 
Mencap looks for 
volunteers with a 
genuine caring 


interest, whether or 01737 224439 (or 
not they have expe- see our 

rience of persons Advertisement on 
with a learning dis- page IV of the cen- 
ability. tre supplement). 

For further details 
telephone Diane on 


oxford ShopMobility 

Telephone: 01865 248737 


Funded by Affiliated to: 




National 
Federation of 
Shopmobility 
Schemes 


Wha can-use the scheme? B 

Anyone with a mobility difficulty as a lesult of permanent ||| 
or temporary disablement, age. accident or illness 
The service is available for use by both the young and elderly alike and you do not 
have to be an orange badge holder to lake advantage of the Shopmobility scheme. 

When is it open? 

Tuesday -Saturday 10am-4pm. (Also some late night shopping days and special occa- 
sions - see the Shopmobility noticeboard for details) 

Hpyy rntigh 0 99$ it <?9$t? 

There is no charge for borrowing our vehicles. 

Free parking is available for users of the scheme 

Hgw lar can 1 qg? 

Anywhere within the City Centre Most of the footpaths have dropped kerbs at conve- 
nient points which will accommodate wheelchairs and scooters If you have problems 
at particular locations, inform the shopmobility office 

How the schgm? gpergtg §nd hovy c^n I join? 

On your first visit the Shopmobility Office will require you to fill m a simple application 
form to become a member of the scheme, and to provide some proof of identification 
Next time you want to use Shopmobility simply telephone and give your membership 
number and we will arrange for your choice of vehicle to be made ready 
We will help you choose the best vehicle for your needs and you will be shown how to 
operate it safely. An area of the car park is set aside for trying the wheelchairs out and 
you can have as much practice as you like 

We will keep a record of your special requirements and issue you with a membership 
card Next time you visit the scheme simply show your oard and we will arrange for 
your choice of vehicle to be made ready. 

Booking a wheelchair or seggter 

Please note you must book your wheelchair or scooter at least a day in advance 
01865 248737. This is particularly important during busy shopping times such as the 
build up to Christmas If you have used the scheme before please remember to tell us 
your name and membership number 

What is the maximum hire period? 

This is dependent on the wheelchairs availability When you telephone and 
make your prior booking you will be advised on the period available. 

ganj.havg he lp with my sho ppin g? 

Yes. Volunteer escorts are available between 1 1 30am-3.30pn> on Thursdays 
during the college term. Please book in advance. 

■Returning the w hg$)chair pr scooter 

When you finish shopping please return your vehicle to Shopmobility. 



CAN YOU OFFER ONE OF OUR 
MANY CATS OR KITTENS A 
LOVING HOME? 
THAMES VALLEY 
ANIMAL WELFARE 
working to home stray and 
unwanted cats. 

TeL 01491 628603/01494 484527 

Charity No 900616 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 
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ADVICE BY 
COMMISSION OR 
FEES AVAILABLE 

67 BUCKINGHAM STREET, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


HAVE YOU 
LOST WEIGHT? 

We would like to talk to women who have 
lost a stone (or more) in weight some time 
in the last 2 years. It doesn't matter if you 
have regained some, or all, of this weight. 
The research is being conducted by a team 
at the University of Oxford. The aim is to 
increase our understanding of weight 
control. 

For more details, please ring 01865 226479 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

► FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

I For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO. CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


mm 



CARERS AND 
HOMEMAKERS WANTED 

In Oxfordshire 

for the elderly and disabled in the community. 
Paid holidays and training given. 

For details of pay ring June on 

01865 248999 

or 01993 700050 or 01235 817515 or 01793 618264 


^CTIONlfilOBILITY 


SALES - SERVICE - REPAIR 

Electric Scooters, Powered Wheelchairs, * 
Electric Riser Armchairs. 

01753 890616 

FREE DEMONSTRATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
Mon-Sat 10.00 • 4.00 

45 Market Place, Chalfont St Peter. 


t 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Global 



Wanted for people with 
i earn i n g disabilities , mental 
health and elderly , urgently required for 
on-going bookings . 

Contact Veronica on 
0118 958 6281 
or 07071 880367 


Mrmpton Jirlii Nursing Mumr 

Small, fnendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
* • Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower IcknleJd Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


ALZHE1 


ITS DISEASE 


We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

JSHuraNGTON Near Banbury 

5tt>USB Or on OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 



HIGH WYCOMBE 

SftdfMtd&dUlf 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 

TELEPHONE: 

01494 472277 



OXFORD MOBILITY 
SERVICES 

Level Access Shower Installations 

Free Survey-Estimate 

01869 331730 

12 Meadow View, 

Adderbury, Banbury 


herwell 


District Council 

North Oxfordshire 

BICESTER 

SHOPMOBILITY 

Crown Walk Car Park 
off Manorsfield Road, 
Bicester 

OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Tel: 01869 320132 
Minicom: 01869 245937 
(Advance bookings strongly recommended) 


PHLEXICAREI DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


Suppliers and Installers 
of healthcare equipment 


WE CAN SUPPLY 
AND FIT - OR 
SUPPLY AND SIMPLY 
ADAPT TO SUIT 
YOUR INDIVIDUAL 
NEEDS 

For a range of: 

• BATHROOMS • 

• KITCHENS • 

• HOISTS • 

• LIFTS • 


Please phone for our FREE FULL 
COLOUR 130 PACE BROCHURE NOW ON 

0171 426 0662 

tor more information 


SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 



POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 


S 

1 * 




JJP II 

HI • » 


For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors 




. and around the home 

iM:. ■ 



WALKING AIDS 


STAIRLIFT 


BATHLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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AIL SAINTS IN NOVEMBER by guest illustrator. See Myson of St Mary’s Church Sunday School, Bloxham 



It Saints' Day , 
"There are rvmn<-) 
Stmts' claujS in the 
year, on Novem ioar 

1st we Celebrate All Saints 
Ihe (east was 

mSb«-tu^ted ‘in ^35 an^l was . 
called All Hallows m OUl 
Cor All Hallowmas Sirnpl^ 
HalloW rvnasy 

Saints are Com(vior\Lj 
shown in pictures With a 


A PAT^Obl Simt IS adopteoj 

bvj a chuxctn, charity, School 
or or^ani^-ti6vn whio* aSCoci^Jes 
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^ LjoiA. I^now whiCln 

Saints are patron o( the 
■follow in^ ? lakers, CdcWftfuxd 


Help Greorge find his sht-elcf 
before the aroverf 


Ant 


Characteristic obiect whictn 
Cnali CAtes Who 'thevj are. 

Mctfcch hhese Saints Wd-u -these 

objects • 

JeROM£. 
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Successful singers 

Congratulations to the fol- 
lowing choristers in the 
Thames and Chiltern Area. 
They have successfully 
passed the Bishop’s Award 
1 998 and will be presented 
with their awards by the 
Bishop of Oxford in the 
Cathedral at Evensong on 
November 28. 

JUNIOR CHORISTERS 

St Giles’, Oxford: Raul O'Donovan; St 
Laurence, Winslow: Alison Shaw, Fiona 
McLean, Naomi Andrew, Vicki Kelner; St 
Michael & All Angels, Aston Clinton: 1 

Lucie Peers, Emma Caldwell, William 
Caldwell; St Mary's, Pnnces Risborough: 
Matthew Kaner; St John the Baptist 
Cookham Dean; Jenny Davis, Tessa 
Davis; St Mary the Virgin, Henley on 
Thames: James Allen; St John the Baptist 
Crowthome: Hazel Priestley Rebecca..* 
Reading St Mary the Virgin, Witney: 
Thomas Greenway; St Michael's, Steeple 
Claydon: Rachel Oakley, Laura Jeffery; St 
Nicolas’, Newbury: Loma Moore, Isobel 
Cope, Camilla Cook, James Flowerdew 
SS Peter & Paul. Deddington: Sarah 
Lastwood; St Michael’s, Blewbury. 
Michelle Hughes 

SENIOR CHORISTERS 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Clinton: 
Hilary Weston; St Mary the Virgin. 
Weston Turville: Charlotte Weaterman; 
St Nicolas’, Newbury; Bnan Clegg 
Nicolas Cope, Sarah Cope, Sally Salter; 
Alan Sheldon, Karen Bartrip, Marcus 
Reeves, Christopher Reeves; SS Peter & 
Paul. Deddington: Olivia Minnear; St 
Laurence, Winslow David Edwards, 
Andy Bytheway; St Mary & All Saints, 
Beaconsfield: Janet Edwards; St Peter’s, 
Didcot Sarah Hayward; St Andrew’s, 
Chinnor Christopher Higgons. 


c 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


3 



Portugal 6 Santiago 

$ 

The Land of the Bible 

CONTACT NICK OLIVER 

for brochure and information 
LONCWOOD HOLIDAYS 
3 BOURNE COURT, SOUTHEND 
ROAD, WOODFORD GREEN IG8 8HD 

TEL: 

0181 551 9988 

980135692 



ABTA 

V6794 



2199 


Mai le AFY lanes touring 
AND PRIVATE HIRE 

Door-to-door service in immaculate 4x4 Isuzu 
Trooper. Seats up to 6 passengers. Local tours 
down the leafy lanes of middle England. Private 
hire to and from theatres, cinemas, pubs and 
clubs, airports etc. Seasonal shopping trips to 
London and major towns a speciality. 

Any journey considered. 

For details phone 0403 357273 
and ask for Martin 


Want a Mortgage? 


• Arrears • CCJs • Bankruptcy 
Council Right to Buy • Non Status 
• Repossessions • Personal Loans 

All under 10% Interest 


~ . n Call: 0181 923 0930 (24hrs) 

St farms on oi « 9230328 

Fax: 0181 923 0932 


G. HILL & SONS 

Approved Local Contractors for Local Authority 
Road construction and surfacing contractors specialists 

• Tarmac Driveways & Forecourts • Car Parks - 
Farm Drives # lennis Courts # Groundwork 

• Concrete & kerbing 

Private and Commercial. Competitive Rates. 

Free Estimates. 

Supergas Industrial Estate, Dim ns Rd., 
Minster Lovell, Oxon. 

Tel. 01993 775568, Mobile: (0860) 386352/531958 
1 ax: 01993 778848 


GROVE PARISH 
CHURCH 

Church Administrator/Secretary 

Part-time Church Administrator/Secretary required to 
work 3.5 hours a day, Monday to Friday. 

Tasks involve all aspects of administration including 
assisting the Clergy & Treasurer. Good organisational 
and communication skills are essential to this post, as 
is confidentiality. Other skills required are numeracy, 
typing and the ability to use a PC. 
Sympathy with the Christian Faith is also necessary. 

Please contact Mrs Sue Powditch on 

01235 768141 

for a detailed job description and 
application form. 




Advertisement Feature 

Sermons that go down well 

The photograph is of the Rev Mary Carney at Harwell Church, 
Oxford Diocese, modelling the latest in all-age wallpaper 
talks. The Parishes of Harwell and Chilton house a rare 
machine that prints long visual sermons. The machine, owned 
by Decade Ministries literally produces miles of school assem- 
bly talks. The Director, Roy Weaver, invented this use of wall- 
paper some years ago in New York and jokingly told us that he 
w m has trained many Anglicans to use lining paper but advises 
jjgjj Baptists to use Crown Vinyl! He said “Pentecostals and high 
church clergy need to fire-proof their talks, and if asked how 
long did they preach? To say “about 10 metres!” Together with his colleague Dr 
Malcolm Fergusson they organise visual aid training conferences. The latest being 
held at Burford Priory on October 29th and at Bath on December 3rd. Their packs 
and rolls have been used by Bible Society field staff and in theological colleges. An 
Archdeacon used a roll at his visitation and caused a sensation. A lady watched a 
roll descend from the pulpit of Chester Cathedral and declared it the best sermon 
she had seen! We found Debbie and Steve hard at work in the office buried in 
orders. They told us of a clergyman who had used a roll 20 times, because it had 
opened every school in his Parish. Many refer to them as “Decayed Ministries” and 
when asked what they would do when the Decade of Evangelism ended they said, 
“we are changing to Millennium ministries!’ 

India 

Ministries 
Fellowship 

Working in partnership 
with Indian Christians 
through child care, 
community projects, 
educational assistance 
and vocational training 
to share the faith, hope 
and love of the Gospel 
with destitute children. 

14 McLuckie Drive, 

Kilwinning, Ayrshire 
KA13 6DL 
Tel: 01294 551565; 

Email MalcDuff0aol.com 



THAMES VALLEY S TOP DRUMST0RE 


|r m right 


g 

||PF * OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

• GOOD FREE PARKING 

• SEE AD IN 'YELLOW PAGES' 

0118 944 1418 

I 4 LODDEN VALE CENTRE, HURRICANE WAY, WOODLEY, READING RG5 4UL 



■M 


Wallpaper sermons ?! 

Dropping down your pulpit! 

Little ones will love it, older ones say 
'better than the adult sermon!' 


Ideal for all age worship & asserrblies 


When they ask 'how long Is your sermon? - 
Tell them '10 metres!,' it will go down well! 


Talks and songs on rolls or in pocks 


'Walk on' 'Mary's boy child" I believe - 
'We plough the fields' John & Luke & more. 
Printed rolls for you to use on Sunday. 

We can come with a free demonstration 
seminar for your church and teachers. 
We also publish the Church Wallplanners 
1999 ready and the year 2000 soon. 
Send today to order and for catalogue. 

Decade Ministries 

Grove House Umetrees Chilton Oxon 
0X11 0HY Phone & fax 01235 833030 
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Oxford Diocese 

PRAYER 

DIARY 

for November 

Editor: Graham Canning 


They met constantly to hear the apostles 
teach, and to share the common life to 
break bread and to pray . (Acts 2:42) 

Let us pray to God our Father for : 

HUNTIY 21 ( 8TH BEFORE CHRISTMAS) 
Sunday 1st (All Saints) Amersham Deanery: 
for the growing number and contribution 
of youth workers in the Deanery. For 
parishes considering the employment of a 
full-time worker and for those appointing 
a new one. Pray also that the youth work- 
ers will receive the support they need for 
effective ministry. For the Rural Dean - 
Roger Salisbury; Synod Lay Chairman - 
Hilary Sheppard; Deanery Training Officer 

- Hilary Unwin. 

Monday 2nd Amersham with Coleshill: 
Clergy - Tim Harper; full -time Youth 
Worker - Rachel Quinn; Reader - Brian 
Dxley. 

ruesday 3rd Amersham on the Hill: Clergy 

- Philip Roderick, Jo Chrich-Smith, Peter 
Binns; Reader - Jennifer Whittaker; Lay 
worker - Jennifer Steele. 

For Remembrance Sunday 

We remember before God all those 
who have given their lives for the 
cause of freedom, especially those 
who have been separated from loved 
ones, and all who suffer as the result of 
war in body mind and spirit, those 
who have lost their homes and those 
who no longer have a country of their 
own. Father fill us with compassion for 
them and prosper all who seek to 
minister to their needs. We pray for 
those &ho continue to work for peace 
in the darkness of our divided world. 


Vednesday 4th Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Wynburne, Jan 
Irookshaw, Alison Caw, Harry Eden, 
tichard Caddell; Readers - Cathy Smith, 
•rands Watson; full time Youth Worker - 
iteve Grasham; Pastoral Assistant - Yvonne 
)avies. 

liursday 5th Chalfont St. Giles: Clergy - 


Peter Poole. 

Friday 6th Chalfont St. Peter: Clergy - 
James Greasley, Sally Davies, Leonard 
Warriner; Reader - Wendy Graham. 
Saturday 7th Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: Clergy - David' 
Lambert, Phoebe Swart-Russell; Reader - 
Pat Ansell. 

TRINITY 22 (7TH BEFORE CHRISTMAS) 
Sunday 8th (Remembrance Sunday) 
Monday 9th Chesham Bois: Clergy - Gary 
Rowlandson, Simon Dust, Derek Butler, 
Christopher Clare; Readers - Averil 
Stephenson, David Talks, Ron Wilcox; full- 
time Children’s Worker - Andy Hosier; full 
-time Youth Worker - Ed Carter. 

Tuesday 10th Denham: Clergy - Adrian 
Hirst. 

Wednesday 11th Gerrards Cross: Clergy - 
Andy Chrich, Beryl Stannard; Readers - 
Ros Donovan, John Hedley, Tonyjefferis; 

* full-time Youth Worker - Kelly Martin. 
Thursday 12th Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: Clergy - Roger Salisbury, John 
Hawkins, Will Stileman, Margaret Hall, 
David Heath-Whyte, Alan Davis, Tony 



Holy Trinity Church Penn Street 


Meek; Readers - Joyce Gledhill, Beryl Pearn, 
Donald Sanderson, Jean Corfield; Lay 
Worker - Claire Brice. 

Friday 13th Penn: Clergy - Carol Williams; 
Reader - Beth Wili. 

Saturday 14th Penn Street: Clergy - Nigel 
Stowe, Peter Strutt; Reader - David 
Clippingdale. Seer Green and Jordans: 
Clergy - Beren Hartless. 


Come Holy Spirit renew the 
face of the earth 

Lord, you offer freedom to all people. 
We pray for all those who are in 
prison and for those who are affected 
by or involved in their imprisonment. 
Break the bonds of fear and isolation 
that exist. Support with your love, 
prisoners, their families and friends, 
prison staff and all who care. Heal 
those who have been wounded by the 
activities of others, especially the 
victims of crime. Help us to forgive 
one another, to act justly, love mercy 
and walk humbly together with Christ 
in his strength and in his Spirit, now 
and every day. 

This is the theme and prayer for Prisoners* 
Week 1998, November 15th - 21st 


TRINITY 23 (6TH BEFORE CHRISTMAS) 
Sunday 15th start of Prisoners* Week, 

November 15th - 21st The theme this year 
is ‘Come Holy Spirit renew the Face of the 
Earth’. 

Monday 16th Chaplains of HM Prisons: 
Aylesbury - Michael Redfearn; Bullingdon 

- Wendy Carey, Steve Hall; Grendon and 
Spring Hill - Peter Stell; Huntercombe - 
Geoff Philips; Reading Remand Centre - 
Ann Bush; Woodhill Milton Keynes - Peter 
Green, Niki Stephens. 

Tuesday 17th Bicester and Islip Deanery: 
for the Bicester Area Team Ministry as they 
adapt and change to tackle the huge prob- 
lems posed by the fastest growing town in 
Europe. Please pray for the rural parishes, 
many of whom have been through major 
reorganisation, that they may learn new 
ways of ministry and find new strength 
from working together also for the Rural 
Dean - Guy Chapman and Synod Lay 
Chairman - Elizabeth Taylor. 

Wednesday 18th Akeman, Bletchingdon, 
Chesterton, Hampton Gay, Kirtlington, 
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury, Weston-on- 
the-Green: Clergy - Derek Walker, Nigel 
Ashworth, Phillip Sutton, Readers - Grant 
Lee, Sheila Holwell . 

Thursday 19th Ambrosden with Merton 
and Piddington: Clergy - Guy Chapman, 
Lynda Rose 

Friday 20th Bicester Team Ministry: Clergy 

- Philip Ball, Stephen Hall, Margaret 
Mullins, Robert Alkins; Parish Evangelist - 
Michael Milne; Readers - David Attwood, 
Richard Marshall. 



Saturday 21st Fritwell with Souldern and 
Ardley with Fewcott: Clergy - Paul Hunt. 
The Heyfords with Rousham and Somerton 
and Heyford Warren; Clergy - Noel James; 
Reader - John Hine. 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT (5TH 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS) 

Sunday 22nd Bracknell Deanery: For sector 
ministries in the deanery; Industrial 
Chaplain - Nick Parish; Deanery Training 
and Development Adviser - John Hallows; 
for making ministries happen in the dean- 
ery and for those preparing a training day 
on March 20th 1999. For the Rural Dean - 
Sebastian Jones; Deanery Lay Chairman - 
Ian James. 

Monday 23rd Ascot Heath: Clergy - Piers 
Nash-Williams, Sue Smith; Readers - 
Alison Cooper, Melvyn Fancy, Gill Wiggins. 
Tuesday 24th. Binfield: Clergy - Bill Meyer, 
Alison Duff; Reader - Muriel Wilkins. 
Wednesday 25th Bracknell Team Ministry: 
Clergy - David Osborn, Christine Dale, 
Jeremy Harris, John Hallows, Margaret 
Clarke; Reader - Richard Allen. 

Thursday 26th. Easthampstead: Clergy - 
Simon Oliver, Jay Colwill, Roy Burgess, 
Mary Gurr; Reader - Sandy Dutton. 

Friday 27th. South Ascot: Clergy - 
Sebastian Jones, Susan Jones; Reader - 
Mary Nichols. Sunningdale: Clergy - David 
Uffindell. 

Saturday 28th Sunninghill: Clergy -Tim 
Gunter, Geoff Borrowdale; Readers - John 
Field-Smith, Carol Nejlson. Warfield: 
Clergy - Brian Meardon; Readers Dave 
Cappleman, Chris Hill, Michael Summers; 
full time Youth Worker - Mark Meardon. 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Sunday 29th As we enter the season of 
Advent, we remember before God all 
churches of our Diocese and the churches 
of the Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman. 
Father, we thank you that you have made 
all ages a preparation for the coming of 
your Son, our Blessed Redeemer. Prepare 
us for the coming of Him whom you have 
sent, and grant that of his fullness we may 
all receive, through the same Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. 

Monday 30th (St Andrew the Apostle) 

Winkfield with Cranbourne: clergy - 
Simon Baynes; Readers - Mary Knight, 
Stuart Ager, Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. 

Please cut out this Prayer 
Diary and use it through 
the month. 




owts 


STOirs 

and all embroidered 
estments and furnishings 
nduding Altar Frontals, 
ctern Falls and Banners 
made to commission 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact. 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 
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STOLES 

and all embroidered 
istments and furnishings 
icluding Altar Frontals, 
:tern Falls and Banners 
made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 

celebration 

Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 
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STOLES 

and all embroidered 
stments and furnishings 
eluding Altar Frontals, 
tern Falls and Banners 
made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Hain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact. 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 
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mission partner :s a person wH* is $e*»t 
by a church to u>ork alongside Christians 
m other countries, They 6 ° ‘there t° help 
the Ka| church to grow dnd they also 
usually take some other skill (i;K« teaching 
digging wells or med;c a l work ). Together 
with the local churth they a.w t° share and 
show God’s l oVe f°r t he world. 


works as a nurse in She | 

qentU) Swaying palm trees 
a«d thef r ;end\ 3 local people. She 
doesn't m;ss Errand at dll. She e-wa*fe 
home to ask people especially to pray 
£> r her when She has a difficult 
journey to make. 



, Works in Africa He 
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urgent supplies and injured 
people between the City a»d 
v.ilayes u>:th no roads- 


T 3 nStMrews day (November *««* 
special attention. This i$ because Andrew wasthef.rst apostle 
of 3 esus. vie are ail supposed to tell people about 3 esus (redd 
Matthew 28 v is -2P), but not dll of us have to $o overseas to do »t- 
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lives near 

u uv- vrv Greece He 

has been in change of 

I a Church there for many 

years, but ;t‘s not always 
a safe country f«rchr;st , a | 'S 
to live in. 


works in 

i niuruva remote 

, mountain area. He « 
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t e«g;neer: ndwoice. its 
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Vwhat 6od UanjS him to do. 
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NewStart 

New Start with God 
New Start at Home 
New Start for the World’s Poor 

Millennium Moment 

We have just been given details of the 
proposed ‘Millennium Moment’ which it is 
hoped will be kept during the last few 
minutes of 1 999. Wherever people are as 
midnight approaches, it is hoped that the 
crowds will fall silent (or fairly silent!) and all 
those with Millennium candles will light them 
and join together in greeting the new year 
with the Millennium Resolution: ‘Let there be 
respect for the earth, peace for its people, 
love in our lives, delight in the good, forgive- 
ness for past wrongs, and from now on a new 
start’. 

Wherever this is used in a Christian setting, it 
can be used as a prayer with the introduction 
‘Jesus Christ is the Light of the World and so 
we make our prayer . . .’ But in secular 
contexts it can be used by people of all faiths 
or none, although they will be aware that the 
Resolution and Candle are gifts from the 
Christian Church to mark the third millen- 
nium as the anniversary of Jesus Christ’s 
coming into the world. 

This will only work if churches buy and 
distribute the candles.They cost £150 for 500 
candles with holders. Forms will be going out 
to all parish clergy this month. 

Yew trees for all 

One of the many imaginative ways of linking 
the Millennium to the birth of Jesus Christ is 
the Conservation Foundation’s offer of a yew 
tree for every church, taken from cuttings of 
trees that are said to date from the year 
Christ was born. Over 280 churches in the 
Diocese have booked a tree and this month 
they will be sent a certificate to go in the 
church porch saying that the tree is coming. 
There are also planting details - no faculty 
required! 

The trees will be blessed and distributed on 
October 1 0, 1 999 at Dorchester Abbey. If you 
would like a tree send your church’s address 
to:The Conservation Foundation, I 
Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR. 

Derek Palmer 
Canon Derek Palmer is the Diocesan Millennium Officer 

Please contact Derek if you know of any local 
events which could be mentioned in this 
column.Tel: 0 1 295 26820 1 . 


DECEMBER DOOR 
The Open Book: a Christmas 
story with a difference 
Seasonal recipes 
Celebrity testimony 



Dramatic revelation 

Is Christianity relevant in a modern society? The St James’ Church 
Drama Players from Gerrards Cross certainly think so. They put 
together a highly professional production called This is Your Life’ as part 
of their recent ‘Just Looking’ course in basic Christianity. Story by Janet 
Harper; photographs by Keith Hillyer, both from St James’ Church. 


ILJHp 


St James’ Church Drama Group was 
formed in 1993 when some enthusiastic 
members of the congregation decided 
to perform dramatic sketches during 
their church services and as part of 
their Christianity Explained and Just 
Looking courses. Last year the group 
decided to use drama to reach more 
people outside the church, and, with 
the rector’s encouragement, began 
planning ‘This is Your Life*. 

The group wanted some professional 
guidance, and through the Riding 
Lights Theatre Company, met Antony 
Dunn who helped them organise a 
drama workshop at St James’ to which 
the entire congregation was invited. 
This uncovered some talented actors 
and not a few polished technicians. 
Antony Dunn also wrote ‘Bystander’, 

(see right), a monologue by one of the 
soldiers at the foot of the cross. Like the 
other nine sketches that make up ‘This 
is Your Life,’ it sets Biblical stories and 
themes in a modern context. 

‘We set ourselves the goal of telling the 
gospel and conveying something of the 
character of Jesus,’ explained the drama 
group leader, Christine Daniel (pictured 
below left in a scene from ‘The 
Examination’). One of the sketches 
‘Angel Space,’ features two angels at the 




Christine Daniel, Lisbet Diers, David Babb and Ian 
Cochrane in a scene from The Examination’ 


gate of heaven looking down at a 
spoilt planet Earth and wonder- 
ing what God has done to put 
things right; ‘The Examination’ is 
about a group of academic ‘devils* 
who seek to tempt a hesitant 
Christian before the Last 
Judgement. The show ends with 
‘The Claims of Christ’ by Paul 
Burbage and Murray Watts. A Mr 
Digweed has left his entire estate 
to Jesus so that He will have some 
money at the Second Coming. It 
is the solicitors’ task to pick out 
the real beneficiary among 20 
pretenders. Their farcical interro- 
gation of a chip-munching 
impostor who, demonstrating his 
‘moral teaching’, declared, ‘Love 
thy anemones!*, had the audience 
doubled up with laughter. It also 
left them pondering the very real 
question of how they would recog- 
nise Jesus when the time came. 

More than a third of the 360 peo- 
ple who attended the production were 
the non-Christian friends and family of 
members of the congregation, said 
Christine Daniel. ‘I think that people 
will have received an awful lot of theol- 
ogy in a creative and fun way. The 
project also generated a lot of enthusi- 
asm, and focused a large 
congregation on evange- 
lism,’ she said. ‘It also 
brought together a superb 
production team. Many 
I people backstage hadn’t 
served in the church 
before and it was great to 
involve them. We prayed 
each evening before the 
show and more people 
prayed every night - it 
was so encouraging to see 
their faith and commit- 
ment.* 

To ensure full houses, 
members of the drama 
group visited all 27 of St 



Heath Drewett as the soldier at the foot of 
the cross in ‘Bystander’ by Antony Dunn 

James’ housegroups, taking the line 
that everyone should bring at least one 
friend, neighbour or even a family 
member who wouldn’t normally come 
to church. Wine and juice were served 
after the performance, and a bookstall 
with a few evangelistic publications was 
placed ‘discretely’ near the door. 

‘Our programme included an invitation 
to a seeker course,’ said Christine 
Daniel. ‘We wanted people to enjoy an 
evening out watching drama and hear- 
ing the gospel in a funny but 
challenging way, but we didn’t want to^ 
thrust Christianity down their throats*. 
St James’ Church Drama Group will be 
performing again this month at a din- 
ner for people on the current Just 
Looking course. ‘What is the Point of 
Christmas’ should certainly strike a 
chord with people who, until recently, 
had never heard the Gospel of Christ. 

Janet Harper is assistant editor of St James ’ 
parish magazine. 
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QUALITY 
VINYL 
BANNERS 

Any message • many sizes (1-5 metres long). 


Vinyl lettering, logos and images. Colour prints. No surcharge for one-offs! 
CALL, FAX OR WRITE FOR BROCHURE/PRICES 


THE BANNER COMPANY 

Dept DM, FREEPOST (SWB 20476), Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3ZZ 

FREEPHONE: 0800 3893951 FAX: 01297 444690 I 


FROM £10.99 



*********** 


DENTURE WEARERS 

Quality Dentures and Repairs 

NEW COMFORTFIT SYSTEM 

TOOTH WORID 

DENTURE REPAIRS • 1 HOUR 

9A St Johns Rood. WolHn tjford , Oxon 
DENTURE ADVICE HOTLINE 

(01491) 837707 


St “Celebrating 130 

Children 9 s years of caring 

Society for children ” 

Are you interested in 

ADOPTION? 

Do you live in Northants, Beds, Bucks or Slough? 

If so, we would love to year from you. 

Contact 01604 715202 or 01582 492277 



The End of the World David Winter’s 


For most modern people, including, I suspect, most mod- 
ern Christians, the ‘End of the World’ is a funny line on 
the banner of a religious fanatic. But it would be a pity if 
the teaching of Jesus on the final destiny of the human 
race - teaching which is given great emphasis in the first 
three Gospels - were to be ignored simply because it has 
become a happy hunting ground for nutters. 

For Jesus, the ‘Day of the Lord’ was certainly no joke. It 
would be the moment, long foretold by the prophets of 
Israel, when Yahweh, the sovereign Lord, would inter- 
vene decisively in the history of the human race. It 
would signal the end of the present world order and the 
beginning of the new age. It would be a visible, dramatic 
and convulsive moment, when the righteousness and 
justice of God would be revealed, his people vindicated 
and evil finally overthrown. It was widely felt in the time 
of Jesus that such a moment was long overdue. 

That is a feeling we may well share, and it is a feeling to 
which we give voice every time we pray ‘your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’. And 
while we, like the early Christians, can’t presume to set 
dates for such an event, we can - if we obey the teaching 
of Jesus - keep ourselves ‘ready’ for it, and also recognise 
that every occasion when God ‘acts’ is in one sense a ‘day 
of the Lord’. Indeed, it is the eye of faith that sees in 
‘ordinary’ events the hand of God. 

Adapted from ‘Message for the Millennium the BRF Lent book for 
1999. Canon David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in 
Berkshire. 
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A Reg Charity No 21 1670 providing a caring adoption service for children. 
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CBM 

HELPS 

RESTORE 

SIGHT 

Trachoma is a 
major cause of 
blindness, 
especially in the 
dry, poverty- 
stricken area of 
the world where 
water is scarce 
and washing is 
difficult. The 
problem is 
worsened by 
over-crowding, 
where children 
sleep packed 
together and 
disease-carrying 
flies swarm 
around rotting 
refuse. 

Six million 
people have 
become 
incurably blind 
as a result. In the 
world’s poor 


countries more 
than 150 million 
children suffer 
from this 

potentially 
painful eye 
disease. The 
disease begins 
with red, swollen 
tear-filled eyes, 
half shut with 
discharge which 
virtually glues 
the eyelids 
together. Then 
the eyelids turn 
inward, making 
the lashes into 
sharp bristles. 
Like sandpaper 
the damaged 
eyelashes rub 
against the 
cornea, causing 
scarring so sever 
that light cannot 
penetrate. The 
result? 
Permanent 
blindness and 
little hope of 
relief. 

A tube of 



Tetracycline 
costs just £2.50 
which can save 
the sight of an 
entire family. 


Christian Blind 
Mission (CBM) 
the world’s 
leading charity 
in prevention of 


blindness in the 
developing 
world is 

launching a new 
strategy against 


Trachoma called 
the SAFE 
programme. 

In 1997 CBM 
treated a total of 


8.24 million eye 
patients of whom 
435,531 suffered 
from Trachoma. 
For more details 


of how you can 
help, please call 
CBM on 01223 
506321. 



D r David Yorston decided that the command of Jesus to 
care for the needy meant leaving his Bristol neighbours 
and joining Christian Blind Mission's work in Tanzania 
for four years. Twelve years on, he's still sharing God’s love 
with his new African neighbours. 

As an ophthalmic consultant at Kikuyu Eye Hospital, 
BHHHRjpH Kenya, David is developing pioneering techniques, such 
as implanting artificial lenses made in India, to restore 
the vision of cataract patients. 

He travels around to operate on those who can’t reach 
his hospital. And he trains eye surgeons and medical 
JRWJS assistants to that specialist skills are passed on. 
■fPpHMl Our UK office opened in 1 996, to let you know about 
Hia David and the other 35 CBM specialists from the UK. 

With over 80 years’ experience, CBM is spearheading 
the fight against eye diseases and blindness. Our healthcare workers in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe now treat over 8.2 million 
eye patients of all ages every year. 

To find out more about CBM, return the form and we'll send you our 
new information pack. Then decide whether to love a new neighbour by 
supporting our work. 

Christian Blind Mission 

Orwell House (J4— Cc^ D ) ~T\/7" 

CowleyRood 

Cambridge CB4 4WY Christian 

Tel: 01223 506321 Pi: I » 1 ! • 

Fox: 01223 506320 Blind IvIlSSIOVI 

Christian Blind Mission is a Registered Charity dedicated to eye care the World over. Charity No. 1058162. 
International office: Zurich, Switzerland 


Please rid the relevant boxes and complete your name and fil address in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

We do not pass on names and addresses to ony other orgonisction. 

Nome ; Mr/Ms/Miss/Ms 


□ I would like to know more about the wod of CBM; please send me your information pod. 
Q 1 woidd See to s«id a gift now for the work of CBAA: 

□ I enclose my cheque for £ payable to Christian Bhid Mission 

□ Please debit my Visa / MasterCard Expiry dote / 


Return this form (no stomp required) to: 

Christian Bind Mission, FREEPOST ANG6010, Orwei House, Cowley Rood, Cambridge CM 4BU m00 


Of 40 million 
blind people 
in the world, 
90% live in 
developing 
countries. 




harvest)) BUJIJM 


Equipping the Church for aetion 


Each year thousands of Christians attend Spring Harvest and 
experience a unique blend of worship, teaching and relaxation. 


For the latest information on Spring Harvest initiatives and updates on 
accommodation availability visit the Web Site at www.springh.org 


TO 99 


Join them in 1999 - be refreshed and renewed to make a 
difference in your home, workplace. Church and community. 
Accommodation is in comfortable self-catering or half board 
chalets and mobile homes with en-suite facilities. 


For more information or to request a brochure please call us on 
01825 769000 8.00am - 8.00pm Monday - Friday 
or complete the coupon and return it to: 

Spring Harvest, Freepost, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1BR 

Email: enquiries@springh.org 


Please send me information on Spring Harvest - 
the Main Event 

Name: (Rev, Mr, Mrs, Ms) 

Address: 


Telephone: 


Postcode: 
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Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 

Singing for All Ages 

Nov 7 Alt Saints Methodist Church 
Abingdon 10am-3pm £3. 

Me and My Shadow 

Nov 14 St Peter's Church, Didcot 10am- 

4pm £15. 

Christian Listening 

Dec 9 35 Ock Street, Abingdon 7.30pm 
£4. 

Advent Quiet Day 

Dec 15 St Matthew’s Hall, Harwell 
10am-3pm £3. 

Midweek Retreat 
Dec 16 Carmelite Priory Boars Hill, 
Oxford 10am-12.30pm £6 inc lunch. 
Contact Becky Fisher 01235 847520. 

Third Conference on Youth 
Ministry 4-7 January 1999 

At Mansfield College, Oxford: an oppor- 
tunity for those who teach, research or 
write in the area of Christian Youth 
Ministry to share their work. Fee £195. 
Details: Pete Ward, The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Adviser for Youth Ministry, 
Oxford Youth Works, The Old Mission 
Hall, 57B St Clemetnts, Oxford 0X4 1AG. 


Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling 

Places are still available on our Foundation 
Course in Pastoral Care starting in Abingdon 
on November 12. This course, costing £18 per 
term, provides an introduction to pastoral care 
and listening skills. It is organised jointly with 
the Abingdon Christian Training Scheme. To 
apply ring Sonia Capper on 01865 790950 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion, 10am Matins and Sermon, 
11.15am Sung Eucharist, 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
or Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said 
Evensong and 6pm Sung Eucharist). 




Continuing Ministerial Education 

Day courses at Diocesan Church House 

I 

Nov 4 The Question of the Historical Jesus 

Nov 10 Where there are no priests 
Nov 14 The Zen Path - enrichment for Christian life ' 
Nov 20 Interfaith Marriage 
Nov 26 Stop the Treadmill I want to get off!! - the 
Revd David Maclnnes, Rector of St Aldate’s Oxford, on 
renewed vision and a vulnerable leadership 
Dec 12 Art and Theology in late Anglo-Saxon 
England * 

I* these courses in conjunction with St Theosevia Centre 
for Chritian Spirituality take place at 2 Canterbury Rd. 
For full details and to book a place (cost from £10 per 
day) contact Jeni Hobbs on 01865 208200. 


Revelation Live! 

Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Rd, Oxford 
November 14, 1 0am-4pm 

Interactive study day on the Book of Revelation. Alan Garrow will 
help you experience the Book of Revelation as St John intended - 
read in six instalments and focused on the Eucharist. Cost £15 inc 
lunch. If possible ring 01865 274200 and book before Nov 6. 





Preaching from the Old Testament 

With Revd Dr Mike Butterworth, Principal, 
St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course 
7 November 10am-4pm 
Pastoral Centre, New Marston Church 
£7.50. Take a Bible and lunch. To book con- 
tact Revd Pat Freeth, Ramsden Vicarage, 
Mount Skippett, Chipping Norton OX7 3AP. 

Accountant needed In Malawi 

USPG is seeking a man or woman to work as 
a missionary with the Church in Malawi tQ 
help with accountancy and auditing work. 
The work covers all three dioceses and vari- 
ous institutions including schools and hospi- 
tals. You will need to love your job, stamina 
and a firm Christian commitment. Details 
from Revd Ian Hutchinson-Cervantes, USPG, 
Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road, 
London SE1 8XA. Tel: 0171 928 8681. 

Milton Keynes 
Christian Training Course 

Nov 4 Ethical Perceptions 
Nov 11 Abortion 
Nov 18 Euthanasia 
Nov 25 Just War 

Dec 2 Creation and the Environment 
All at The Well at Willen 7.45-9.45pm. 
Pastoral Care: talks at Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone 7.45-9.30pm: Nov 2 
Effective Listening and visiting the ter- 
minally ill and their families. Nov 9 
Relationships. Nov 16 How to visit in 
hospital and pray with people. 

Details Barbara Albone 01908 3113104. 


Interchurch Families 

12-4pm November 7, 1998 
Dorchester Vicarage 
An opportunity to consid- 
er how pilgrimage relates 
to our common experi- 
ence of ecumenism. To 
book contact Paul and 
Beverley Hollins, 40 
Patricia Close, Cippenham, 
Slough SL1 SHU. Tel: 01628 
603297. Email: 
beverley.hollins@virgin.net 



Christian Resources Exhibition 

NEC Birmingham 11-14 November 
80+ free lectures: 250 exhibitors. 
Details: 01844 342894 

Aspects of Faith 

Religion and History w Professor 
Michael Screech on November 4 at 
South Stoke Village Hall. 

Religion and Literature w Peggy 
Jacobs Nov 11 at South Stoke 
Primary School. 

Religion and Philosophy w 
Professor John Mcquarrie Nov 18 at 
South Stoke Village Hall. 

All talks are from 8-9.30pm. Free 
entry. Details: Andrew Garrett or 
Christine Tucker 01491 
875372/01491 875094. 


What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline on November 16 


OCTOBER 

Fri 30 OXFORD Mission Lecture 12pm at Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies, SS Philip and James 
Church, Woodstock Rd. Old Testament Themes for 
Mission w Dr Carl Armerding. Tel: 01865 556071. 

Sat 31 OXFORD ‘Five steps to sharing your faith 
today’ led by Revd Tim Perry (Director of New Life 
Outreach). 10am-4pm St Matthew’s Church. (Take 
packed lunch). Details 01865 343655. 

Sat 31 OXFORD Soul Survivor^vorship, teaching 
and ministry for teens from 14+ and students 7pm 
St Matthews Church, Grandpont, Marlborough Rd. 
Tickets £3.50 from St Andrew’s Bookshop 01865 
247567. With Mike Pilavachi and Matt Redman and 
band. Details 01865 793003. 

Sat 31 OXFORD Prayer as Poetry: the Spirituality 
of St John of Damascus 10.30am~4pm, 2 Canterbury 

RH 'snpalfpr AnHrpw I nnthOpfailg OIRfiS 310341 


or Doris Swinbank 01628 636469. £15/£12. 

Fri 6 - Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE What’s Blocking 
Faith - symposium for church leaders. With Bishop 
Richard, Dr Elaine Storkey, Revd Dr Chris Sugden 
and Revd Dr Mike Moynagh. Details 01993 776625. 
Sat 7 OXFORD The Lord Williams’s Festival Chorus 
7.45pm St Mary Magdalen Church. Includes 
Schubert’s Mass in G and Mozart’s Requiem. 
Tickets £6/conc £4 from the Oxford Playhouse 
01865 798600 or on the door. Details 01865 510566. 
Sat 7 SLOUGH Charity Fayre, St Laurence’s 
Church, Upton llam-4pm. Details 01753 521066. 

Sat 7 READING Organ recital at St Giles, 
Southampton St, by Graham Ireland, Director of 
Music at Reading School, 7.30pm. Tickets available 
at the door. Details 0118 9572831. 

Sat 7 HOCKLIFFE ‘Growing old outrageously’ with 


Eleven. Haddenham Village Hall (nr Aylesbury) Fri 
7.30pm, Sat 2.30 and 7.30pm. Tickets £2 or £1 con- 

OCMS, SS 

Philip and James Church, Woodstock Rd. Mission 
and Other Faiths w Dr Chris Sugden. 

Sat 13 READING Lunchtime organ recital at St 
Mary the Virgin 12.15pm with Christine Wells. 


Sunday Breakfast with Hedley Feast 
Hear the latest church news and views from 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire on BBC Thames 
Valley every Sunday morning from 6-9am 
on 95.2 and I04.IFM. 


Sat 14 OXFORD World Mission Fair 10am-2.30pm 


Road Victims. Details 0181 964 9353. 

Sun 15 OXFORD St Mary the Virgin University 
Sermon 10am: the Revd Dr Colin Thompson, lec- 
turer in Spanish, Fellow of St Catherine’s College. 

Sun 15 CHARLBURY St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
Freddie Jones in ‘An evening with John Betjeman’. 
Tickets limited- ring 01608 810452. 

Mon 16 WOODSTOCK open lecture: Authority and 
the Continental Reformation. Speaker Dr John 
Platt, Chaplain of Pembroke College, Oxford. 8pm 
at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. Details Michael 
Millard 01993 813368. 

Thu 19 MILTON KEYNES Millennium Lecture 
Richard Best: the research of the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation on social policy issues, 7.30pm. at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 01908 237777. 

Thu 19 AMERSHAM Millennium Lectures 8-10pm 


Fri 27 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley nr Henley) 
Healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 27 OXFORD New Oxford Consort plays 16C 
music 7.45pm at St Mary Magdalen Church. Tickets 
£5.50/3.50. Details 01865 510566. 

Fri 27 OXFORD Mission Lecture 12pm at OCMS SS 
Philip and James Church, Woodstodk Rd. Gospel 
and the Cultures of Modernity w Dr Vinay Samuel. 

Sat 27 READING organ recital at St Mary the 
Virgin 12.15pm with Gregory Clifton-Smith. 

Fri 27 - Sat 28 TILEHURST Christmas market 
7.30pm Fri and 2.30pm Sat St Mary Magdalen 
Church Hall. Toys, cakes, groceries, seasonal gifts, 
raffle etc. Father Christmas. Admission 20p. 

Sat 28 HIGH WYCOMBE MAWTINS ecumenical 
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band. Details 01865 793003. 

Sat 31 OXFORD Prayer as Poetry: the Spirituality 
of St John of Damascus 10.30am-4pm, 2 Canterbury 
Rd. Speaker Andrew LouthDetails 01865 310341. 

Sat 31 OXFORD Coffee morning and bring and buy 
sale in aid of CMS 10.30am-12pm St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd. Details 01865 873184. 

Sat 30 READING Lunchtime organ recital at St 
Mary the Virgin 12.15pnvwith Philip Aspden. 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1 OXFORD At University College: St Mary the 
Virgin University Sermon 10am: Dr Janet Williams, 
lecturer in religious studies King Alfred’s 
University College, Winchester. 

Mon 2 READING Guild of Servants of the 
Sanctuary Reading Chapter Requiem Mass 8pm St 
Laurence. Details: David Gillman 0118 9598102. 

Mon 2 CHALFONT ST GILES Service of 
Thanksgiving and Remembrance 8pm at the parish 
church for all who wish to remember those who 
have died. Details Revd Peter Poole (01494 872097). 
Mon 2 BUCKINGHAM Revd Anne Hibbert, 
National Millennium Executive for the churches. 8- 
9.30pm Radcliffe Hall, Buckingham University, 
Church Street. Details: Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 01296 713603. 

Mon 2 - Wed 4 SWANWICK National Churches 
Tourism Group Conference. Speakers include Rt 
Hon Tom Clarke MP and Rt Revd David Hallett. 
Details 01203 696969. 

Mon 2 - Sat 28 OXFORD Soul Survivor. The art of a 
holocaust survivor, Alicia Melamed-Adams at the 
Ark-T Gallery, Crowell Rd, Cowley. Mon, Tue and Fri 
12-2pm, Thu 4-6pm, Sat 10am-12pm. Other times by 
appointment. Tel: 01865 773499. 

Tue 3 GREAT HORWOOD The life and writings of 
Teresa of Avila. Revd Judy Reesl0.30am-12pm or 8- 
9.30pm at 15 Weston Rd. Cost £5. Details: Cottesloe 
Christian Training Programme 01296 713603. 

Tuesdays in term OXFORD In search of God. Giles 
Fraser and Jane Shaw - the basics of Christianity. 
7pm the Old Library St Mary the Virgin. 

Wed 4 STOKE LYNE Bicester and District Ladies 
Lunch 12-2pm at Church Farm. Speaker Maria 
Bond. Bring a friend to hear the Christian view- 
point. Details Ann Chapman 01869 247813. 

Wed 4 and Wed 18 READING Choral evensong, 
cathedral-style Prayer Book 6.15pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir at the Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Thu 5 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
lpm St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. Revd 
Gregory Clifton-Smith: the work of hospital chap- 
lains. £1.50. Contact Philip Wickens 0118 987 2878. 
Thu 5 - Sat 7 STANTONBURY Tradicraft crafts and 
clothing Stantonbury Campus Gallery 10.30am- 
6pm Thu and Fri; 9am-5pm and 6.30-9.30pm Sat. 

Fri 6 OXFORD Mission Lecture 12pm at Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies, SS Philip and James 
Church, Woodstock Rd. Old Testament Themes for 
Mission w Dr Carl Armerding. Tel: 01865 556071. 
Fri 6 THE SPRING Peacemakingl0am-4pm. £12. 
led by members of the Christian International 
Peace Service (CHIPS). Details 01491 641167. 

Fri 6 OXFORD FOCUS workshop at Church House 
9.30am-3pm with Canon Beau Stevenson. Take 
lunch. Contact Dierdre Underwood 0118 9599166 


Southampton St, by Graham Ireland, Director of 
Music at Reading School, 7.30pm. Tickets available 
at the door. Details 0118 9572831. 

Sat 7 HOCKLIFFE ‘Growing old outrageously’ with 
Janet Rimmer (£30). A fun filled Christian work- 
shop looking at the second half of life. Details 
from Wellsprings 01525 210711. 

Sat 7 OXFORD Exploring the Boundaries: 10- 
11.45am Spirituality, childhood and adulthood: 
with Jane and Clive Erricker. 11.45am AGM of 
Alister Hardy Society. 2.30-4pm The Experience of 
Passion in Creation Revd Professor John Rodwell. 
£12.50 inc lunch, £17.50 all day. Contact Peggy 
Morgan, Religious Experience Research Centre, 
Westminster College, Oxford OX2 9AT. 

Sat 7 OXFORD Keston Forum ‘Religion and the 
Russian Crisis’ by Lawrence Uzzell, and ‘Churches 
of the Russian North’ by William Brumfield. St 
Antony’s College, Woodstock Rd (Nissan Building) 
10am-5pm. Tickets £8 in advance/£10 at the door/£2 
students. Details 01865 311022. 

Sun 8 OXFORD St Mary the Virgin University 
Sermon 10am: The Revd Angela Tilby, tutor at 
Westcott House, Cambridge. 

Mon 9 OXFORD Affirming Catholicism meeting at 
Magdalen College. Sung 
Eucharist 6pm; supper 
7pm; speaker The Rt Revd 
Richard Chartres, Bishop 
of London, ‘What 
Catholics have to con- 
tribute to the future of 
the Church of England’. 

Advance booking neces- 
sary for supper: 01865 
276027. 

Tue 10 GREAT HOR- 
WOOD The life and writ- 
ings of John of the Cross 
with Revd Judy Rees, 

10.30am-12pm or 8- 
9.30pm at 15 Weston Rd. 

Cost £5. Details: Cottesloe 
Christian Training 

Programme 01296 713603. 

Tue 10 OXFORD Good 
News Promotions, 

Christian books, cards etc 
at the parish centre at St 
Matthew’s Church, 

Marlborough Rd 2.30- 
4pm. Tel 01865 730282. 

Tue 10 THE SPRING 
10am-4pm. Conflict and 
Resolution. Marion Hale 
explores ways of handling 
confrontation. £12. 

Details 01491 641167. 

Tue 10 - Sat 14 THAME 

Interchurch production of 
Godspell at St Mary’s Church.7.30pm with matinee 
2.30pm Sat. Tickets £3.50-7.50 01844 213491. 

Wed 11 TWO MINUTE SILENCE 11am. 

Wed 11 OXFORD All Saints 1998 Lecture: Learning 
to Live with Difference. On being Anglican six years 
after the vote to ordain women. Speaker Rt Revd Dr 
Geoffrey Rowell, Bishop of Basingstoke. 5pm 
Rewley House. £2. Tel: 01865 270360. 

Fri 13 - Sat 14 HADDENHAM Gospel Truth - the 
musical. A story with Vicky and the Angel Guide 


I valley every Sunday morning from e-yam 
on 95.2 and I04.IFM. 

Sat 14 OXFORD World Mission Fair 10am-2.30pm 
at Summertown Church Hall. Cakes, plants, raffle 
etc. Then bingo at 6pm for 7pm start. 

Sat 14 LEIGHTON BUZZARD a quiet day of prayer- 
ful reflection and creative expression. With Revd 
Bruce Driver. £15 inc lunch. llam-5pm at 
Wellsprings, Hockliffe St. To book 01525 210711. 

Sat 14 OXFORD The Cathedral Singers of Christ 
Church perform Faure’s Requiem Mass 7.45pm St 
Mary Magdalen Church. Tickets £8/con£5 from 
01865 798600 or on the door. Details 01865 510566. 

Sat 14 SEER GREEN Vocations Breakfast 8.30am- 
12.30pm. Parish Church Hall, School Lane. £2.50. 
Contact Hilary Unwin, Moreton, Chiltern Rd, 
Amersham HP6 5PH. Tel: 01494 725228. Email: 
unwin@gn.apc.org 

Sat 14 HOOK NORTON Upon a Ring of Bells: songs 
and readings by the Saint Martin Singers, directed 
by Matthew Hough with Gareth Armstrong (‘Sean’ 
from The Archers). 7.30pm at St Peter’s Church. 
Tickets £5 at the door or from 01608 737 823. 

Sat 14 HENLEY Henley Choral Society sing 


Mozart’s Requiem and Bach’s Sleeper’s Wake 8pm 
at St Mary’s Church. Details 01491 573907/575598. 

Sat 14 OXFORD African Night in aid of Asylum 
Welcome 6-llpm St Antony’s College, Woodstock 
Rd. £7 inc food (£6 unwaged) for live African music 
and disco; African foods. To book 01865 722082. 
Sun 15 OXFORD Concert at St Michael and All 
Angels, Portland Rd, Summertown 7.30pm. Tickets 
£4.50 adults; £3 concessions, children free. 

Sun 15 European Day of Remembrance for 


I Richard Best The research of the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation on social policy issues, 7.30pm. at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 01908 237777. 

Thu 19 AMERSHAM Millennium Lectures 8-10pm 
at St Michael’s Church, Sycamore Rd. Dr Peter 
Vardy, on genetic engineering and testing. Tickets 
£5 cone £2.50 from 01494 726680. 

Fri 20 OXFORD Workshop on Interfaith Marriage 
10.15am-4pm Diocesan Church House with Rabbi 
Dr Jonathan Romain, Beverley Hollins and Revd 
Marcus Braybrooke. £10. To book contact Jeni 
Hobbs on 01865 208200. 

Fri 20 OXFORD Mission Lecture 12pm at OCMS, SS 
Philip and James Church, Woodstock Rd. Mission 
and Culture - an African Case Study w Dr Ben 
Knighton. Tel: 01865 556071. 

Sat 21 LEIGHTON BUZZARD Knowing God 
through Touch 10am-4pm. £15 inc lunch. 10am- 
4pm at Wellsprings, Hockliffe St. Tel01525 210711. 
Sat 21 AYLESBURY St Peter’s Christmas Fair at St 
Mary’s Church, Church Square. 10.30am-2pm. 

Sat 21 CAVERSHAM Autumn fair St Andrew’s 
Church Hall, Albert Rd 2-4.30pm. . 

Sat 21 OXFORD All Saints Church Hall (in New 
High St) Highfield, Headington. Church bazaar to 
be opened at 11am by PD 
James. Proceeds to Children’s 
Society. Details 01865 762536. 

Sat 21 PANGBOURNE 

University of Reading Singers 
7.30pm at the church of St 
James the Less. 

Sat 21 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY All Saints Church bazaar 
2pm at Village Hall. 

Sat 21 CHARLBURY St 
Mary’s Church annual bazaar 
10.30am-12.30pm in the 
Memorial Hall. 

Sat 21 WANTAGE 21st SS 
Peter 8i Paul Church bazaar 
lOam-lpm at the Bear Hotel, 
Market Place. Christmas 
gifts, cards, preserves. 

Sun 22 READING Rockmass 
ten at St Bartholomew’s 
Church, London Rd 6.30pm. 
Come and celebrate the feast 
of Christ the King with 
Bishop Dominic and speaker 
Sean Winter. Details 0118 926 
6747/ 0118 966 7340. Visually 
stunning. Psalms set to 12- 
bar blues, no age barrier. 

Sun 22 HERMITAGE Music 
for Cecilia at Holy Trinity 
Church 7.30pm with Jenny 
Broome, harp and Peter 
Denny, piano. Tickets £5 (inc 
glass wine) from Peter Denny 01635 862290 or on 
the door. 

Tue 24 OXFORD Event at Town Hall Celebrating 
the centenary of the birth of CS Lewis Details 01865 
865292. Also 8pm at Headington Quarry Church: 
CS Lewis Centenary Lecture Walter Hooper on ‘CS 
Lewis, map-maker for the third millennium’. 

Wed 25 OXFORD Meeting of Council of Christians 
and Jews 8pm at Religious Society of Friends, 43 St 
Giles. Laurie Rosenberg on ‘Jewish education in 
non-Jewish schools’. Details 01865 761756. 


7.30pm Fri and 2.30pm Sat St Mary Magdalen 
Church Hall. Toys, cakes, groceries, seasonal gifts, 
raffle etc. Father Christmas. Admission 20p. 

Sat 28 HIGH WYCOMBE MAWTINS ecumenical 
day conference on liturgy and worship for clergy 
and musicians. 10am-5pm. Speaker: Noel 

Tredinnick, director of music, All Souls, Langham 
Place. To book: Hilary Haynes 0118 969 3835. 

Sat 28 FARINGDON Sing Hallelujah with soprano 
Mary Harrison and the Folly Singers 7.45pm at All 
Saints. Conductor Ian Luckraft. 

Sat 28 BLETCHINGTON St Giles Church Christmas 
Fayre 2pm Village Hall. Meet Father Christmas and 
visit our seasonal stalls. Refreshments. Free entry. 

Sat 28 MIDDLETON STONEY church bazaar in 
Village Hall 2pm. Cakes, bottles, white elephants. 
Sat 28 OXFORD Headington Quarry Church: CS 
Lewis centenary: music and readings. Address 8pm 
by Bishop of Oxford on ‘CS Lewis as a Christian 
apologist’. Details 01865 761755. 

Sat 28 - Sun 29 OXFORD Weekend school :Music, 
Art and Spirituality with Keith Ward, Regius 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford University, and 
Serena Quartermaine, Art Historian. Cost £34-£88 . 
Contact The Administrator, University of Oxford 
Dept for Continuing Education, 1 Wellington 
Square, Oxford OX1 2JA. Tel: 01865 270380. 

Sun 29 OXFORD At Christ Church Cathedral, St 
Mary the Virgin University Advent Sermon 10am: 
Revd John Clarke.of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

Sun 29 PANGBOURNE Advent carol service 6pm at 
St James the Less with Pangbourne College Choir. 

DECEMBER 

Tue 1 OXFORD Ecumenical service for World AIDS 
Day organised by the Oxfordshire Churches Red 
Ribbon Group. ‘Young people living in the shadow 
of AIDS’ 7.30pm at Friends Meeting House, 43 St 
Giles. Details John Insley 01865 558424. 

Fri 4 OXFORD Chapelle du Roi present music by 
John Sheppard 7.45pm at St Mary Magdalen 
Church. Tickets £8/con£6 on 01865 798600 or at 
door. Details 01865 510566. 

Sat 5 OXFORD Christmas Around the World 11am- 
3pm Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, SS Philip 
and James Church, Woodstock Rd. Food and gifts 
from around world. Meet Christian leaders from 
Korea, Myanmar, China, Uganda, India, Hungary, 
Honduras etc. Service of World Carols 3.30-5pm. 

NOTICES 

Wanted: Yellow Rite B Booklets. Any offers please 
ring Guy Chapman 01869 247813. 

HOST - can you provide Christmas hospitality to 
overseas students? Contact HOST, 3 New 
Burlington Mews, London WR1 8LU. Tel: 0171 494 
2468 or Margaret Stevens on 01793 765213. 

Retreat, quiet times and family holidays for 
people in ministry. Society of Mary and Martha, 
Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE. 01647 252752. 


What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. We try to fit in as many 
requests as possible but cannot guaran- 
tee that your entry will be included. 



The Haddenham Handbell Ringers pictured by Frank Blackwell outside the 
King’s Head Christian Centre in Aylesbury last December. 

If you are a handbell ringer, why not join this year’s Christmas Celebration at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone in Milton Keynes at 2.30pm on December 5. 
Details from Cliff Blundell of the Burnham Handbell Society 01628 602194. 



The DoorPost is a supplement to The DOOR and is published by the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance. The DOOR is published ten times a year (not in August 
or January) and is distributed free of charge to churches in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Artwork by Simon Smith. 

/ 

Editorial address: The DOOR, Church House, North Hihksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. Telephone: 01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. Email: door@oxford.anglican.org 






Advertisement Feature 


the DOOR November 1998 


NORTHERN CYPRUS 

Kyrenia seafront. Luxury apartment. 
Private and peaceful. 

Ideal late holiday or long let. 

Tel: 01371 820465 


HEATHFIELD CATTERY 

INDIVIDUAL SPACIOUS RUNS 
HEATED BEDS 

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 

2 HEATHFIELD COTTAGES 
BLETCHINGDON 

0X5 3DU TEL (01869) 350095 


Little Heath Cattery and Kennels 

Exercise Daily - Individual Runs. 

Heating Available. 

Open Mon-Sun 9am-6pm. 

Little Heath Farm, Fox Hill, Tackley, 
Kidlington OX5 3EN 

Tackley (01869) 331412 


JOHANNUS ORGANS 

in association with 

MObERN MUSIC 

Reading • Abingdon • Basingstoke 

FREE INVITATION 

Come and play 

THE MOST ADVANCED DIGITAL ORGANS 
INCORPORATING ENGLISH SAMPLES 

Monday 16 November 1998, 2.00pm-8.00pm 
Tyndale Baptist Church 
Cressingham Road, Reading. 

• Demondstrations • Experts on hand 
• Experience the revolutionary sampling technology 
NO NEED TO REGISTER, JUST COME ALONG. 
FREE CP FOR EVERY VISITOR! 

For further details contact 

MObERN MUSIC CENTRE 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QA 
Tel. 0118 958 1320 Fax. 0118 959 7942 


OVER 

THE 

MOON? 

YOU BET WE ARE!! 

It's working for us 

AND IT CAN WORK FOR 

you!!!! 

If you need an extra 

INCOME, THEN 
TELEPHONE 

0800 389 7018 
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AB® 1 COPIERS 

PHOTOCOPIERS & FAX MACHINES 

• SALES • SERVICE •SUPPLIES 

• New and Refurbished Copiers 

• Lease and Hire Options 

• Service Contracts Available 

• Used Machines Purchased 

SELEEX 




Canon 


Tel: 01993 868080 


Fax: 01993 868824 



DAVID 

W(m 

WASLEY 


M.A., F.M.G.P. 

p§|y 

Artist in 


Stained Glass 


New design, 

pSjphj 

Conservator and 


Ferramenta 


specialist 

Iv^l” * - 

1 ■ * <■ % 4M&1 , 

New Somerset House, 


57 West View, Hilltop, 

WWl 

Chesham, 

1 . 

Buckinghamshire 

HI 

HP5 3BY 

Tel. 01494 773712 



WHO CARES? THESE PEOPLE DO! 


TREK PATRON: COL J. BLASHFORD SNELL OBE 



TREK WITH CAMELS i 

Sth Feb - 1 3th Feb 

i OtMrttf* Society 

u.onn mm Fax:0U7* mm 

Emad: 

CHARITY REG NUHBSR 1051607 


THE SAHARA 

£250.00+ sponsorship 

0$ in aid or ^ 


From bestsellers to the Bible 

5000 TITLES ON TAPE, FOR ANYONE WHO HAS 
DIFFICULTY READING ORDINARY PRINT BOOKS 
free, friendly service - delivery direct to your door 
all books read “cover to cover" on ordinary cassettes 

For more information or to join the library, just phone us on 

01296 432339 

Calibre Cassette Library 

the pleasure of books without the problems of print 




ENCAP 


making the most of life 
SOMETIMES CHALLENGING 
-ALWAYS REWARDING - 


Do you like shopping, visiting restaurants and pubs, strolling 
around garden centres, going to local sports events or just 
spending time with friends? 

Well, so do people with a learning disability but their choices 
and ability to do these things are limited. 
MENCAP, the country's leading charity for people with a 
learning disability, is looking for volunteers for its 

VISITORS SERVICE 

Do YOU have a few spare hours each month to befriend an 
adult with a learning disability? 

You do not need experience, but you do need a commitment 
and a genuine caring interest. Befriending is done on a one-to- 
one basis, and contact should be at least once a month - more 
if possible. It takes time to get to know people, and 
friendships do not happen overnight, so patience is also 
required. 

It would be an advantage if you were a car owner/ driver. 
All visitors expenses will be met, plus a small monthly fee. 

Interested? 

... then please contact Diane Luck on:- 
01737 224439 for more information 

An answer phone is in operation outside office hours 


CLASSICS ON TAPE PROVE A 
REAL HIT WITH READERS 

“I can’t imagine life without books,” wrote an enthusiastic Calibre 
member. Like 14,000 other people who have difficulty reading ordinary 
print books, she has rediscovered reading through Calibre. 

Calibre Cassette Library offers a choice of over 5000 titles on tape. 

The books are sent and returned through the post, and can be played on 
any ordinary cassette player, even a Walkman. 

Large print numbers on the cassettes, helpful 
catalogues and friendly enquiry staff all ensure 
that Calibre's service is easy to use. 

The range of titles include new best-sellers, 
perennial favourites like Catherine Cookson, and 
the major classics, including of course the Bible - 
something for all tastes. 

Calibre add over 300 new books a year. All the 
books are recorded ‘cover to cover’ by 
professionals and carefully checked for quality, to 
ensure that they are of the highest possible 
standard. 

The service is available to anyone living in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland who is unable to read 
print books in the usual way, whether because of 
visual problems or for some other reason. 

It is free to individuals, although there is a small 
charge for the catalogue. 

Library users may choose their own books from 
the catalogue, or if they prefer Calibre staff will 
select books for them on the basis of their 
interests. 

Calibre is a registered charity, entirely 
supported by donations. 

For more information or to join the library, just 
phone Calibre on 01296 432339 or write to 
Calibre, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5XQ. 


Two thirds of the 
world’s blindness is preventable 


Imagine you have a nine year 
old grand-daughter who 
is blind. 



One day you discover that in a country 
far away, there is a miraculous cure 
that will bring her sight back. But you 
can’t afford it. 

Sadly, for millions of families the 
world over, this is reality. Two thirds 
of the world’s 38 million blind never 
need have lost their sight or could be 
cured. Human beings have the technology and the drugs. 

All that is lacking is the money. 

Will you help? 

The British Council for the Prevention of Blindness is a charity (also known as 
Save Eyes Everywhere) which funds research in the UK into every cause of 
blindness: from childhood injury, to glaucoma to improvements in the treatment of 
diabetic retinopathy. In many developing countries, we support practical work sbch 
as eye cramps to repair cataract and the treatment of river blindness. 

Please help us with a donation, a deed of covenant or a legacy. For just £240 - the 
price of one eye camp - you could restore the sight of a whole village. Including 
someone’s nine-year-old grand-daughter. 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL FOR THE PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS 
Contact the Director, 12 Harcourt Street, London W1H IDS 
Tel. 0171 724 3716 Email:bep@globalnet.co.uk 

A Registered Charity no 270941 to fund medical research into Prevention of Blindness and sight restoration. 



OPEN YOUR EYES 

TO THE "GIFT OF SIGHT” 

A donation now and a legacy will help the NATIONAL EYE 
RESEARCH CENTRE to fund new research programmes, 
supply essential equipment and support our 'eye-bank' issuing 
2000 corneas each year. Please help us in our fight to 
PREVENT BLINDNESS. 

For further information, contact: The Appeal Secretary . National Eye Research Centre. 
Bristol Eye Hospital. Lower Maudin Street. Bristol BSI 2LX 
Registered Chanty No. 294087 c/o Fund Research into Blindness 
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Dalton Barracks, Abingdon 

j/\\ \ Wednesday 25 November 

RNIB For visually impaired drivers only. 
challenging Fully qualified instructors to give a 30-minute “lesson” 
blindness t0 2 ivc a visually impaired person the experience of 
driving and to raise much needed funds for RNIB. 
Each driver is asked to raise £75 in sponsorship. 

Application forms and sponsorship forms available from Mrs Koth 
Morris. Netherhill. Hempton, Nr Banbury, Oxon 01869 338622. 

Could you spare a few hours a month to raise 
funds for RNIB? 

I am looking for volunteers to form a small fundraising group in the 
Newbury/Thcale/Pangboume area and individuals to look after Sooty 
collecting boxes in local shops and pubs. 

If you feel that you can help please call Kath Morris 01869 338622 



B 

SAGB 


SCHIZOPHRENIA 

The Schizophrenia Association 
of Great Britain 

Founded 1970 Reg. Charity No 287587 

Do you still talk in whispers about 
schizophrenia? 

We want you to shout loudly about this 
greatly neglected illness whose devastating 
effects swamp the world in misery. 

We think it possible that it is the interaction 
between a person’s genetic vulnerability to 
schizophrenia and the food he eats which 
eventually produces the disease. 

We aim to: educate the general public about schizophrenia - 
teach families about the nature of schizophrenia - find its 
genetic causes - develop rational treatments as an alternative 
to the present palliative drugs 

Large free information pack 

available on request. 

Schizophrenia Association of Great Britain 
Bryn Hyfryd, The Crescent, Bangor, 

Gwynedd LL57 2AG 
Phone/fax 01248 354048 
email sagb@btinternet.com 
home page http://www.btinternet.com/~sagb 
A charity organisation researching into Schizophrenia No 287587 









